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MhMRMetanananbakiananantanabagee 
To the Reader. 


06% Fe pleaſed to take notice, That this 
& Diſcourſe was not intended by the 
2g Author to have been ſent abroad 


(S——Z2g him to the ayr and mode of other 
ON —® Diſcourſes , wherewith he had de- 
ſigned it to be joyned. But ſome perſons of judgement, 
to whoſe peruſal it was committed, ſuppoſing that if this 
ſhould be kept in till thoſe other could be finiſhed , ſome 
diſadvantage might ariſe to the cauſe which it aſſerts, 08 
wiſhed and adviſed it might be publiſhed by it ſelf. To i 
whoſe deſires the Author (againſt bus firſt deſign) hath (1580 
condeſcended , upon this perſwaſion, That though it ap- Wl. 
pears thus without ſome formalities and complements ' bil 
requiſite to an mtire Treatiſe , yet , as to the thing it | i T 
ſelf there is nothing wanting to it which he believed ma- WS 
tertal to the Queſtion , or uſeful to the Church. Andas 
far thoſe Arguments whichin The Liberty of Pro. 
phecying , Se. 18, are alledged againſt Pxdo- 
baptiſm , and in the apinzon of ſome , doe ſeem to 
ſtand in need of anſwering , he had it once in thought to 


have anſwered them: but upon theſe conſiderations he 
A 2 forbere, 
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6 Sa ec © Hehe holy: Jeſus wasto begih his Pro- 6. 1; 
iN A (3 q NW7-976 q phetical Office, and to lay t he founda«-. 
/; . AY: i thor of his Church 6h the Donjer-ſtone, : 
Wal! Ne A "Hhefirftteriper the Cemotit' x jth-wa- — *.2 


On 


we 


3p; ahd the yrith $400 nd afterwards 
®bifilt if up by-che"hands'of "theSpirit; 
XN - Himſelf enter'd at that door by Which 
| ity -X hisdiſciples for eyer aftetweretrofollow' 

Of Okir-fbr therefore hewentiimatthedoor 
EI the tight Halfory the eibd{nce; wehiigh himſelf 
fm g 
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$ir-was ih theBld; ſo ir is inthe new Creation ; -out ofthe - $6 
the waters, and gavelife ; w wastherty 


| ioned in the Reowtion' Eyery-thing'thar lives 

NOW, iS: {ice terlantÞ "the SpIrmr'; 42 and® Chit, ; who! is-our! 

Cioor ati Redeemier-tthenew birth ,” opened the fountains 

n& hallowed theiftream : 'Chrift who is our life wene down in- 

ro 36 waters of Bapriſin' /and'we whofdeſcend thither finde the 

of lifs its UFving Watts, bfWhich who'fo'dtinks,needs nor 

_rtodr bk of it aSiri/s ; for FRO br ”n Ps % erof water ſpring- Joha 4-14, 
Hf up Yo 15f? eterwakt. * 
| But Beckie evety chip is reſolved into the fine principtes Se 3+ 
Rom: whente" A are "taken, the old world which" by the power: 


of God came from the waters, by their own hinfell into the 
| witers' 'aSam”, - "andweAdlldiowticd ; *and*onely' eight perſons © 
'- Welt fayed by an'Ark : aiid the world' renewed; ipon the Rocks © © *© 


" andreferyes' bo that mefgy,/configned the'Sactamient of Baptiſm 
in anothier figure'; for then God cave his: f jon from Heayen, 
chat by Water: the: wort: fthould -nevet Again \ periſh + but: he 

- meat thaethey” —_— fayed ry warkt i/for 1 
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world was'pur water 7 and: t all that came 
to the Gave + oy true God, oy Mt won that Baptiſme bound 
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ore it 1s not ſo toc ircumcifion a 
i yas rather-: 6 x 2a _ of the ſame Covenant to- Abrabar 
andthe Fathers, andio.al  Iſracl, as Baptiſmis Rey onthe 
| Jt 5 aint 3 1986) of3: bt 

-And becauſe chis Rive go be edminfreld 10 all pro 
fons , and Was nok-at;:all times 3 ares inflfution 4 God 599s | 


a proper and {pecifick. type to conf} this Ree of 
ich be imended.ioall, and Co and. God, 
ly of- his Chuch grew ſeparate 5/ Notorious; nu 
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of Baktion 


| _ were all baptized unto Moſes in the Cloud, andin the Sta; 
fo by a double figure foretelling, That as they were initiated 


fachers were nnder the Clond., anil all paſſed: through the $44; 


o » . 
ak + 


to: Moſer Law by. the Cloud, ibove and the Sea beneath-z; fo * Ces 2+ 


ſhould all the perionsof the Chiixch, Meh , Women and;Chil- 
dren, be-initiated unto Chriſt by the Spitir from aboye and the 
Wax delow.: for it was the deſign of the Apoſtle in that diſ-. 


ark rr that the Fathers and we were equall as te 


of the Covenant ; he proved that, we doe not ex- 
bem, anc ought therefor ta de cerrainthat- they dogpor 
hs ar py theirchildren ours,;--+ |; i-;/ 
Buc afcer this,ſomethbing was to remain which might not only 
conſigh the n_ —_ God made _ Abraham, but be 
_ avaip om:rhe, :Fathers throngh the; Synagogue to 
15 pal 6 Abrabaw by Moſes or Chrafd ; kf 2 wag. 
Citrqmatfedewhichiras a-Rite which:Godrhoſe to be.a,mark 
to the: penny of Abraham, 10 diſtinguiſh them from ithe Na- 
tions Which were not within the Covenant. of Grace', and to ber 
4 /exl wm the riglitennſneſſe of facth | which God made to be the: 
feb Govenanga.n Jes 
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Nehecief Cirtumcigon- although:it/m As: -miniſiced tall Fc 9; 


the males, yor le iwas hot to the females; and although they: and 
all che Nation iwas baptized; and initiated "into doſes gu the 
Clond and the Sex., therefore the Children of Iſrael by imitation. 
ofthe Parriarchstlic poſterity of Moahuſcd allo Ceremonial Ba- 
ptiſms-co their whiven and tbo heir Prol@lytes ,. and to all that 
were citoumdiſed;and the Jevrs deliver, Fe Sarah and Rebeces 
when rhe were adopted neo the family of the Church, that js, of 

Abraham and Iſaac ,. were baptized :. and fo were. all ftrangers 
tha were married tothe fans of Iſrael. And that we may chink 


5 tobe t of QhriſtianBap! it;the Doors, of zhe 
1a Tradirtotcharaybet the-el Id comG;thers: old 
be ſo'many Profedytes that they could;n&& cle 4 cirquaciſed!; Hu 
| ſhould: be bapeined. The AY Prov 3rve , : but not! for 
their yea (33 
baBuyr bhat is Rice of zlmirring Into' myſteries, ps IR 
tors, and-affices of religion by : Bernie, was uſed by the:po- 


on; Koh, os at Jeaftreerycarly among the Jews, deb 


tied dts own Doders, WP I am the ratherinduced_ 
$0 belidve;beeauſorhe Hearhen hall the fame Rite in many places 
$2:1d they-iniciateddilciples/anro the 
f Ya'5-and thec!P; ts. dfCornermirgere called: 
«na beaulyby Baptiſm they were admirred-inco the Re- 
ciles qui triftia ' Yglorpand chey*rhoug pres Incet,Rapes, andthe worſt 
crimina cadis \. of Crighes; werepur the Sea ;/or: freſh Springs; 
- | Tolli flumintd anda Peatrets led in wel act as, Patio Orinin Fur oy 
2 nm 26 perivr fararor Xl « 10809Y00,od; 10.98 boliying oif1 
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Foned Repentance, which ,*inthe belief of the | | Audi quid Stripture doceane : 
Meſſias whom he pointed to,ſhould pardon fins, /96anmsBaptif a im y mk rar 
Bur'becauſe he was taken from his office be- ORs rom mri fans 
fore the work was compleated, the Diſciples of nemgdaue in fiauram remiſſionens 
Chriſt finiſhed it : They wenr forth preaching que effer poſtea per ſantiificatio- 
the ſame Sermon of Repencance , and the ap- 7m Chrifti ſutſequutura. Hiero- 
proach of the Kingdom , and baptized or made 2Y9adv. Luciterian, 
Proſelytes or Diſciples, as /ohn did ; - onely they (as it is proba- 
ble) baptized inthe Name of Jeſs , which it-is not ſo likely 
Tohn did. * And this very thing might be the cauſe of the dif- * Yide ſupri- 
ferent forms of ® Baptiſm recorded in the 4&s,, of baptizing 1» png. ol 
the Name of Jeſus , and at other times 1» the Name of the F a- A ;8. p 
ther , Son , and holy Ghoſt; the former being the manner of ? 
doing it in purſuance: of the defign of John's Baptiſm; and the 
latter the form ofinſtitution-by Chriſt for the whole Chriſtian 
Church, appointed after his'reſurreQion : the Diſciples at firſt 
uſing promiſcuouſly what was uſed by the ſame authority, 
though with ſome difference of Myſterie. 3 
- The Holy Jeſus having found his way ready prepared by the $+-1T. 
preaching of 7ohn,and by his Baptiſm, and the Jewiſh manner 
of adopting” Proſelyres and Diſciples into the Religion , a wa 
chalked our for him to injtiate Diſciples into his Religion, boo 
what was foprepared-,” and changed it into a perperual Sacra- 
ment. He kept the Ceremony , that they who were led onely 
by outward things, might be the better calledin, ' and eafierin- 
ticed intorhe Religion, when they eritred by a Ceremony which 
their Nation alwayes uſed in thelike caſes: and therefore with- 
out change of the outward a& , he put into ic a-new ſpirit, and 
aye it a new grace and a proper efficacy : He ſublim'd it to 
higher ends, and adorned it, with ftats-of Heaven : Hemade it 
ro fipnifie greater myſteries , to convey greater bleſſings, to con- 
fign the bigger Promiſes ,7 to cleanſe deeper then the skin , and 
to carfy Proſelytes further then the gates of the inftitution. For 
ſo he was pleaſed to do inthe other Sacrament; he took the Ce- 
remony Which'he found ready in the cuſtome of the Jews, where 
the Afajor dome after the Paſchal Supper gave Bread and Wine 
toevery perfon of his family; he changed nothing of it without, 
| buttransfer'd the Rite to greater —_ , and put his own 
th Spirit 


Epic cotheieSign 3/2 by It ; became a 'Sacramane Evangdical. 
Jeni pri. — TT Chi "yy d ” 
will practile was tg myo; Chrifian. diſciplige': 
wirhour. violerice and: noiſe p/d-#hings wy new. White he ful- 
rv £Zaw, making it-up'infull-moa ſures of che. Spirit. 
"9: 22. ur gy on x 5 Baptiſm paſſed.0n.t0 a divine Evangelical in- 
2F ' _  Ritution, Which we inde to be conbbgned by three Evangeliſts. 
| Mai. 28. 19. Goe; Je therefore end rrach all Nations, baptizing them in the 
A __ nt ofthe Ftber,nd 6 of the Mo, end ft we Toly Chagas It 
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of BAPT1$SM. " 
can be ſuperinduced by any zealous or leſfe diſcertiing perſon, it 
will no other refutation, bur ro turn his eyes:torhoſe lights 
by which himſelf ſees Scripture to be the Word of God , and 
the Commandements to be the declaratiots of his Wille || 
. +  Butthar which will be of greateſt concernment in this affair, F, 13; 
is to conſider the great benefits are conveyed to us in this Sacra« 
mnet ; for this will highly conclude , That the Precept was for 
eyer, which God ſo ſeconds with his grace and mighty bleſfings; 
and the ſuſception of it neceſſary , becauſe we cannot be with- 
out thoſe excellent things which are the graces of the Sacra« 
ment. | LEES 
7, The firſt fruit is, That in Baptiſm we are admitted tb the © , 4s 
Kingdome of Chriſt, preſented unto: him , conſigned with his 
Sacrament, enter into his Milirie, give up our underſtandings | 
and our choiceto the obedience of Chriſt, and in all ſenſes that 
we can, become his Diſciples, witneffing a good confeſſion, and 
undertaking a holy life : and therefore in Scripture waders 
and Gamlitey, are conjoyn'dinthe Fienifications , as they are in 
the myſtery: it-is a givirig up our names to Chriſt, and it -is 
part of the foundation of thefirſt Principles of the Religion , as jz., < 
pears in S.Panls Catechiſm ; itis ſorhe firſt thing, thatitis  * 
for babes, and Neophyres, in which they are marriculated and 
adopted into-the houſe of their Father, and taken into the hands 
of their: Mother- Upon this account Baptiſm is called in anti- 
quity, Ecclefie janna,Porta gratie, &-primns introitus ſantto= 5. 1191h.1..; 
rum ad tternam Dei & Eccleſpe conſuetudinem.The gates of the c.t.de Cate. 
Chnreb, the door of Grace , the firf entrance of the Saints to radib, 
- au #ternall converſation with God and the Church. Sacramen= ; 
rum insiationss , & mtrantiuns Chriſtiani/mum inveſtituram, 
S, Bernard calls it : The Sacrament of inittation, and the inve- 
ſftitare of them that enter into the Religion; and the perſon ſo 
entring.is called -41opir©& and ovſuprebentir©-, one of the Re- Zuſt. Martyr, 
igion;ora Proſelyre and Convert,and one added to the number 4pol.2, 
the.Church, inijmitation of that of S.Lyke , 5 xupr&r megor- 
$61: awCoplhres 7 nxanoig, God added to the Church thoſe that , gg, ,. 
| ſhouldbe laved- jaft asthe Church does to this day and for 
-exet,baptizing Infants -and*Catechumens : cowlipaver Tegnformac, 
they are added'eothe Church , _ they may be added - = 
TY OG 2 ord, 


As 13.48, this weare, as'S, Zeke calls it, orlafuiru eis Cwiy aiwyior,ordain- 


ed ,.0r diſpoſed , "Punento the-oraer. of eternal life ;- being made 


members of the myſtical body under Chriſt our Head. ': . 

$+ 16. 3- And + hy. Neg a new birth , by which ween- 

ter into thenew world, the new creation ,: the bleſſings and ſpi- 

” ricualties of the Kingdome; and this is the expreſſion which our 

© Johnz.5. Saviourhimlelfe uſed to Nicodemws.,: Unleſſe a:man be born of 
water and the: Spirit :'\ahd/ig-is by S. Pawl:called: atoper. ma- 
.Tius3-5. Aſhrncae'y theidaver of Regenerapionqiztfor nowwe begin to be 
reckoned ina new:Cex/ws or-accolunt”, God: is becorhe our Fa- 


» ES Ld 


| cher, Chriſt our elder Brother, the Spirit the-earneſt of wr inhe- 


-\* ,ritance,the Church our Mother, our food is the: 
"7 body.and- blood of our: Lord; Faich is ourlearn-- 
wy wi ings Religion our imployment; .and vur-whole 
£d]:549 5 Damalc, L4.orch. fid. - life-is ſpiritual; and Heaven the obje&t of 'our 
| C; 1@ _ __ : +. .,, + Hopes,and themighty price of our high Calling. 
- And from: this time forward; we have a-neyy principle purinto- 
us, the Spirit.of Grace , which: beſides our ſoul-and body, is 
rinciple of ation. , of one nature ,-and ſhall -with-chernenter 
Into the portion, of our inherirance- And therefore the Primitive: 
Ubriftians , who conſigned all cheir affairs and goods and wri- 
tings with ſome marks of their Lord, uſually writing Int; Xer- 
© 6-8 ir 2p, Jeſus" Chrift the Sim of God oxr Saviour; 
they made an abbreviature by writing onely the Capitals, thus: 
LX. 9, =, Which the Heathens in mockery and derifion made 
ixbvs, which fignifies a Fiſ6, and they uſed it' for Chriſt as a 
4 aan? of reproach : 'but the oe owned the name,” and 

_ turned it: into a-pious Metaphor, 'and 'were- content that t 
 *+ © =-ſhouldgnjoy their pleaſure inthe Acoftrich 7 bur upon entingd 
Lib.de Baptif, cafion-T ertullian eaks pertinentlyeo this Article, Nor piſcicn= 
Gi. &b& ſeeundum xi noftrum Jeſwm Chriftums in aqutnaſcimur, 
Lc CEEY f | | Chriſt 
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Chriſt whom you Call a fiſh , we knowledge to be our Lord 
and Saviour ; and we, if you pleaſe, are the little fiſhes , for we 
are born in waterzthence we derive our ſpiritual life. And becauſe 
from henceforward we are a »ew creation , the Church uſes to | 
aſſign new relations tothe Carechnmens , Spiritual Fathers and I 
Snſceptors ; and at their entrance into Baptiſm , the Chriſtians d 
and Jewiſh Prolelytes did ufe to cancel all ſecular affeRions to + 

their remporal relatives, Nec quicquam prins imbuuntur quam 1b5.Bift, 
contemnere Deos, exuere patriam, parentes,liberos, fratres vilia 

habere , ſaid T acitus of the Chriſtians : which wastrue inthe 

ſenſe onely as Chriſt ſaid, He thar deth not hate father or mo- 

ther for my ſake , -15 not worthy of me; that is, he that doth not 

- hare them pre me, rather then forlake me, forſakethem , is un- 

worthy of me. 

4. 1n Baptiſm all our ſins are pardoned, according to the &, x7. 
words of a Prophet : / will ſprinkle clean water upon you, and Ezck. 36,25. 
Je ſhall be clean from all your filthineſſe. »» The Catechumen 75*U & fd- 
» deſcends into the font a ſinner, he ariſes purified; he goes down JE 15 
. 2» the ſon of death , he comes up the ſon of the reſurreion ; he x 49” 20h 
» enters in the ſon of folly and pravarication , he returns the Symb.Nicen. 
» ſon'of ' reconciliation ; he ſtoops down the childe of wrath, lib-1- c.3. in 
»> and aſcends the heir of mercy ; he was the childe of the De- /2h4n. 

'_ 2 vil, andnowhe'is the {ervant and the fon of God. They are 

_ the words of Fex. Bede concerning this Myſtery. And this was 
ingeniouſly-/fignified by that Greek inſcription upon a Font, 
whict'is ſo-prettily contriv'd, that the words may be read after 
the Greek or afcer the Hebrew manner, and beexaRtly the ſame, 
rio dvbunua, wh wray ity, Lord waſh my fin, and not my face, 
enely. And fo it is intended and promiſed , »» Ariſe and be Ads 22, 16. 
” baptized, and waſh away thy ſins, and call on the Name of the Wh 
» Lord, laid Ananias to Sant; for, Chriſt loved the Church and 1 
gave himſelf for it , that he might (anftify and cleanſe it, | © 
2 To Avzgy T9 vdams U phuans with the waſhing of water in the Eph, 5.26. 
» word, that is, Baptiſm.in the Chriſtian Religion : and there 73.4, adv. 
» fore Fertullian calls Baptiſm /avacrum compendiatum,a come Marc. c.g. 
» pendious layer ; that is, an intire cleanſing the ſoul in that one Occur xx 
dion juſtly and rightly performed : In the rehearſal of which CG mipra 7&y 
dodrine , ic was not an unpleaſant Etymology that Anaſtaſine we ER” 
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nn ita creliand quis amnegenut pete Singira. gave of Baptiſm; Gd:J:9- 
ati ciim ad ſalutgre "£5" again I roar, gre Papi > &y. @ Rdnemar, 
MEE 1yu miifer mn feigua's ih; which 
our fins are thrown off ; and they fall 
like leeches when they are full of blood 
and water , or like the chains from S. 
Peters hands at the preſence of the An- 
ge Baptiſm is <ysxabyicns FIT Epage 
Hey ," an intirefull forgiveneſſe of fins, 
| 5 2 they ſhall never be called again 
| _ to tcrutiny. | | 
_ Phavorin.h 2. ——— ——Omnis Demon arma 


His-mergantur' aquis, quibus ille renaſcitur Infans 


Arator. bw Nut captions erat——he captivity of the ſoul is 

Hiſt. Ayofe!. taken away by the blood: of Redemption, and the fiery darts 
_ 15+.25 "If che Devil 7 ymn;0n by theſe ſalutary waters ; and whar 

"the flames of hell are __ or_puniſhing to eternal ages, 
© that is waſhed off quickly in the” Holy Font , and an eternal 
«debr paid /in an inftant : for ſo ſure as the Egyptians were 
drowned inthe Red ſea, fo ſure are our fins waſhed inthis holy 
food; for this is a Red ſea too; theſe waters fionifie the blood 
of Chriſt, theſe are they that have waſhed their robes, and 
made them white in the blood of No Lamb , To due, whapſtes 
'# Thor xabegiter, Bom eyvitu* m aus hd mwvdl 0, 
kehod 5 Sie I © The blood of Chriſt cleanſethus,the wa- 
rer cleanſethus, the Spiric putifies us; the Blood-by the Spirit, 
the Spitic by the Water , all" in' Baptiſm, and in purſuance of 
x Job.g.8, har baptiſmal Rate. Theſe three are they that bear- record in 
",, 1. earth; the Spirit, the water, andthe blood , », of p61; os 4d i 


Uo4, mented or in one, or are to'one purpoſe ; they agrec 
3h Baptiſm, and a the whole purtuance of the affiRances,w hich 


a Cheiſtian needs all dayes of his life : And therefore S. Cyri/ 

calls Baptiſm 1Þ 5 Xerr# mdnudror drrin/my, the Antitype of 

.:\, - - \thePaſhons of Chriſt :-, it does preconfign the death'of Chrift; 
+ © * 1 "an does'the infancy of the work of grace, but not weakly; it 
AK $0834 500 brings from death to'life; ahd-though it brings / us' but to the 
©.» bixthin thenewlike, yet that is #greater cha hen is/tnall the 
. petiods of our growth to manhood, 'to- spefel man #n Chriſt 

leſms, | Fo Bas 
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of BAPTISM» 


- | 5. Bapts{m does not onely pardon our fins., but pats ms into 
a ſtate pms for the time to come. Eor Baptiſm is the be« 
ginning of che Newlife , and an admiſſion of us intothe Eyan- 
velical Covenant , which on onr parts confifts in a ſincere and 
rimely endeayour to glorify God by Faith and Obedience : and 
on Gods part, he will pardon what is paſt , afſift us for the fy- 
ture, and not meaſure us by grains and ſcruples, or exa&t our du=- 
. ties by the meaſure of an Angel , but by the ſpan of a mans 
* hand. So that by Baptiſm we are configned co the mercies of 
| God and the graces-of the Goſpel! ; that is, that our pardon be 
| continued and our piety be a ſtate of Repentance. And therefore 
that Bapti/m which in the Nicexe Creed we profeſs to befor 
the remiſ5ion of ſins, is called in the Tern/alem Creed, The Ba- 
pri/mm of Repentance; that is, it is the entrance of a new life, 
the gate to a perpetual change and reformation, all the way con- 
_ tinuing ourritle to, and hopes of forgiveneſs of Fns. And this 


excellency'is clearly recorded by S. Paul , The kindeneſs and Tits 3. 4,5 


' fove of God our Saviour toward man hath appeared ; not by 
works in righteouſneſs which we have done : that's the formalicy 
of the Goſpel-Covenant, not to be exaQted by the ſtrict meaſures 

- of the Law,biit according to his mercy he ſaved as, that is , by 
_ gentleneſs and remiſſions; by pitying & pardoning us,by re.ieving 

_ and ſupporting us, becauſe he remembers that we are but duſt; 

and all "his mercy we are admitted to, and is conveyed to us, 

Jia niTps marſyereates , by the laver of regeneration , and the 
renewing of the holy Ghoſt, And this plain evident doQtrine 
Was obferved,explicared and-urged againſt the Heſſalians,who 
. aid thatBaptiſm was like a razor,rhat cut away all che fins that 

were pal?, or preſently adhering , but not the ts of our future 


Ufe'; 343 3Þ 7370 piorey bnn ſy hems m0 procihety, one TH Thru wie Theodoret. Ep, 


mexubiigs. © difafds is mv unnivrur d;av9v , x; mis 4 
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$ootbrns dyeorrorus mms 3) woivwvie may Seommunby mMURTOY, 
Y HeTeore Tis Sermmuns dveciuozus , x) Huan owripis » t YtTov 
kupeyaurns 3) 52A) gamatrdNs  pannoy 8 dur gas, This Sacra- 
- ment promiſes more and greater things , © It is the earneſt of 
©future good things , the type of the Reſurreion, the commu- 
> of the Lords Paſſion , the partaking of his Reſurre- 
| , the robe of Righteouſneſs, the garment of ary 

| © the: 


oo. 


" / xa ra a be. ' 
* ? PL aug bo ow « * EW IS es $659, {IJ * 77 Ly oY - ” it EY HIME WS x5 & Py "P- IL. PIR FF) 
OT Oe TOE Fes ES Ot I MOOS OV CR Rs 2 OO I I A Rf a Ei as Ge RIES” Wes WV 
My Kan {54 Wh ob " Fr 29 De. "Rt 1 * 3 q D 
ERS he 5h ab fe. . EY nr Fa. AE * 4 A a # 
Ty Lac I f & £ Mb TAAV'Y - - 
6. < 23x" . 27 Ing 8 . #. -'4 - 
Wat cd * 
IRE . , ty, , PR 4 g « I . 
* © — q = 4 4 
rg bY 
p- - 
+ . 
b, 
by 


.*:  ,wtheyclimentof Light; or rather Light.it ſelfe. And for this.rea- 

_ font it is, that Baptiſm isnot to be repeated, becauſe it_ does. at 

once all that it can doeat'a bundred times : for it admits us to 

org Po dps and Eyangelical Mercy, to a ſtate 

of pardon forour infirmities and fins , which we timely and ef- 

Foltually leave 4. and this is a thing that can be done but once, 

| as'a'mant. can begin but once; he that hath once encred in ar 

this gate of life is alwayes in poſhivility of pardon, if he be in a 

offibility of working and doing after themanner of a man,thar 

| | which he hath promiſed tothe Son of God. And: this was ex- 
Lib. de Nuptiis. grefly delivered-and ;obſerved by S. Arſtin. » That which the 
6.23.0  «» Apoſtle layes:, Cleanſing him with the waſhing of water in >» 


_ 'Traf6:124. in 


Johan, 2.the wordgis tg be underſtood , that in the ſame layer of re- » 
| »oeneracion, and word of fanRification , all the eyils of the » 

_ » regenerate are cleanſed andihealed : not onely the fins that are 

_ 55 paſt; which all arenow remitred in Baptiſm;bur alſo thoſe that 

- 22 are contrated afterwards by humane ignorance and infirmity: 

| |  » Not thatBaptiſin be repeated asoften as we fin, but becauſe by 
vide Salmeron, »» this which is once adminiſtred,is brought to paſs that pardon 


 -fom.13.$.487. »» of all fins, not onely of thoſe that are paſt, bur alſo thoſe 


. which will be commirced afterwards , is obtained. The deſ- 
ſalient denyed this, and it was part of their Herelie ip the un- 
deryalung of Baptiſm; and for it they. are moſt-excellently con- 

_ futed by "wat Pelsfiot, in his third Book , 195 Epiſtleto the 
- Count Hermin : whither I refer the'Reader. | 
$.19. - I proportion to this DoAtrine it'is,' that the holy Scripture 
- calls upon. usto live # holy life ,-in purſuance - of this grace of 
Baptiſm... And.S. P 4#/ recalls the lapſed Galatians to their 
Covenant, and the grace-God ſtipulated in Baptiſm : Te are 
Gil-3-26,  allchilaren'of God by faith in_Jeſns Chriſt ; that is, heirs of 
+5: % ghe promiſe, and Abrahams ſeed : that promiſe which cannot 
Verſe 29." be 4; annulled, increaſedor diminiſved, but. is the ſame to us as 
it was to Abraham; the ſame before the Law and after. There- 

fore doe not you hope to be juſtified by the Law,for you are cn- 

- tred into the Covenant of Faith , and are tobe juſtified there- 
by, This is all your hope, by this you muſt ſtand for ever, or 
you-cannot ſand ax all; bur by this you may ; for you are Gygds 
children by faich; that is, nor by the Law, or the Corcagut of 
orks ; 


' are {ſo many receſſions from the flate of we 25 yo 


of BAP TISM. 
"Works : And that you may remember whenoe you are going, 


and return again, he proves , that they are the children" of God 


by faith in Jeſus Chriſt , becauſe they have been baptized into 
Chriſt , and {opnt on Chriſt, This makes you childres, 'and 
ſuch as are to be ſaved by faith, that is, a Covenant , nor of 
Works ,but of Pardon in Jeſus Chriſt , the Authour and Efta- 
bliſher of chis Covenant, For rhe x the Covenant made in Ba- 
ptiſm, T hat. being juſtified by bis grace, we ſhall be heirs of 
life eternal : for by grace, that is, by fayour, remiffion and for- 
giveneſs in Jeſus Chriſt ; | ye are ſaved. This is the onely way 
that we haye of being juſtified , and this muſt remain as long as 
we are in hopesof heayen : for beſides this we have no hopes, 
and all this is ſtipulated and conſigned in Baptiſm , and is of 
force after our fallings into fin and rifings again, In purſuance of 
this , che ſame Apofile declares , That the ſeveral Rates of (in, 


and if we arrive tothe dire Apoſtafic and renouncing of, or a 
contradiQtion to, the fare of Baptiſm , we are then unpar- 
donable , becauſe we are falne from owr ftate of pardon. This 


$, Paul conditions moſt Rritly, inhis Epiſtle to the Hebrewes, tzeh, 10.16, * 
' This ss the Covenant I will make in thoſe days] will put my laws &c. 
 #n their hearts, and their fins and iniquities will I remember no 


more, Now where remiſſion of theſe is , there 5s no more offering 
for fin; thatis, our finnes are ſo pardoned, chat weneed no 


_ wore. oblation, we are then made partakers of che death of 


Chrift ; which we afterwards renew 1n memory and Excharift, 
and repreſemment. But the great work is done in Baptiſm : for ſo 
it follows; Having boldneſſe to enter into the Holieſt by the blood 
0 Zeſus , by « new and living way , that ##, by the vail of his 
þ ,- his incarnation, But how doe weenter into this ? Baptiſm 

15 the door , andthe ground of this confidence for -eyer : for ſo 
he addes; Ler ws draw near with a true heart,in full aſſurance 
of faith , having our bearts ſprinkled from an evil _ Ciences 
aud onr bodies waſbed with pure water. This is the confignation 
of rhis bleſſed Rate, and rhe gate toall this mercy : Let ws there- 
fore hold faft the profeſſion of our faith ; that is , the Relj- 
| a Chriſtian, the faith into which we were baptized : 
that is the faith that juſtifies _ ſaves ns ; Let us there= 


fore 


E- 1 Ty Bio 4 Diſe ſk! 
E. Vicbald®, fore þ ft this profeſſion of this faith , and doe all the inter-" 


in order rothe:conſervation of it, ſuch a$ are a/- 


| -——__ N ſembling + pw wpwrrareh Saints, (the uſe of the word'a 
F. any Sacran 1s: dinthe/pre cept) murwal exhortation, gobd 
5 6-0 gh Example, andehelike : For & if we fin 'wilfully after we have 
B- received the-hnawiedge of the Hoop thar'is, if we fin againſt the 
ane. Jaane _ faith;& hold it not faſt but let the faith and'the 
profeſſion.g which afterwards he'cals arreading mn- 


” fror the of wiv | _— rhe" blood of the Covenant 
wherowith ht wes ſan ified an nnboly thing ,and 4 doing deſpight 
ro the Spirig of Grace; viz. which moved upon theſe waters, and 
did :{wminate bim in Baptiſm) if we do'this, there is no more ſa- 
fice;fox ee no; _ d of Chriſt, into which you may 
aptixed ; R qa faln fromthe ſtate of pardon and | 
earanges Hoyer F 1 h yoltrereadnicred| in Baptiſm”, and in 
which you continue gd you have not quitted your ba- 
prilmal Rights,, and th whole Coyenant: Contrary tothis,is 
that which: . Peror Calls making owr calling and elettion ſure, 
15,2 doipgall tha which-may! coarinue' us in! our flare of: 
Bapriſa grace ofthe. Covenant. "And between theſe 
two ates, lute Apoftefe from, and intitely adbering '0, 
and feeuri X and EleQtion , are all the in- 
hank ory om and fora þ en in fingle faults, or declining 
$ vi abits; which in theirifeverat proportions , are. 
T addinfecurity;; which $, Peter calls, aibiy 
| as euuemby, a forgetting our Baptiſm, 
«tion from onr-fins. And in this ſenſe are thoſe words, 
juſt foal live by faith; that is," by that profeſſion which 
woe my iſ ; from which , i they ſwerye not, they 
appr n their ſpirituall bfe. 1t'1s' a grace , which 
the, Covenant confign'd 'in Baptiſm does like n 
af Ac efluxes to- all the periods and portion of our 
life our whole life , all the periods of our ſucceeding hopes are 
kepralive by this. This confideration i is ofgrear uſe, befides many 
ether things, to > CEPLOYE the: folly. of thoſe who in the Primitive 
Chucch: deferr'd. their Ba vpriſen rill their death-bed : Becauſe 
Baptiſm is 3 gs of ſanRification, and drowns all our fins, and 
buries them. in the graye of our Lord , they thought they might 


'2 #4 i 


a 
4 


| of BA Þ,T\1 $Me "— 15 
fin'ſecurely upon the Rock of an after-Baptifin; for. unleſſe they 
were ſtrangely prevented by a ſudden accident,a dearh-bed Ba- 
ptiſm they thought would tecure their condition : but early ſome 
of them durſt nor take it, much lefle in the beginning of their 
years, that they might at leaſt gain impunity for their follies 
and heats of their youth. Baptiſme hath influence inco the pardon 
of all our fins committed in all the dayes of our folly and infir- 
mity; and fo long as we have not been baptized, ſo long we are 
out of the ſtate of pardon, and therefore an early Baptiſm is not 
to be ayoided, upon' this miſtaken fancy and plot upon Heaven : I 
_ it is the greater ſecutiry towards the pardon of our. ſins , if we | 
have taken it in the beginning of our dayes. af 
4: The next benefic of Baptiſm,which is alſo a verification &, 20, 
of this, « 4 ſanification of the baptized perſon by the Spirit of 
Grace : | 
' Santtus in hunc'celo deſcendit ſpiritus amnery, Paulin. Ep. 12: 
Coleftiq; ſacras forte maritat aquas : ad Serenum. 
Concipit nnda Deum , ſanftamg, liquoribus almis 
Edit ab aterno ſemine progeniem. 


The holy Ghoſt. deſcends upon 'the waters of Baptiſm, and 
makes them prolificall, apt to produce children unto God : and 
© therefore Saint Leo compares the Font of Baptiſm, to the Womb 
of the bleſſed Virgin , when it was repleniſhed with the holy 
Spirit. And this is the Bapriſm of our deareſt Lord : his mi- 
. nifters baptize with water ; our Lord at the fame time verifies 
their Miniſtery, with giving-the holy Spirit 2 They -are joyned 
rogether by $.P anl,zye are by one Spirit baptized into one body; 1 Cor.11.1 as. 
- that is, admittedinto the Church by Baptiſm of Water andthe 
Spirit. This'is that which our blefled Lord calls 4 being born ro” 
of water audi of the Spirit; by Water we areſacramentally dead 5..,5.. 5 " 
and buried; by the. Spirit -we are made alive. Bur: becaule theſe: 
are-myſterious expreſſions ,: and according to the ſtyle of Scris: 
ture, bigh and ſecret in ſpiritual fignifications , therefore that we 
mayunderftarid. what theſe things fignifie , we muſt confider 
it by its real effes , and what ir. produces upon the Soule of a 
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200 2d Diſcwſe '- 
Adevtw cious with God, and which: he loft by his 
opens | E was in him a principle of wiſdome and: obe- 
a rclation Goa vary m _— __ to the extra- 
eauotgynienſys: and 4; ffate of fri ip: when he 
in; all';.the als of the crow chain 
ur {0 ur *rete. broken ;- and it fo continued in the 
whole life of man, which was Rained with the evils of this folly, 
andthe-conſequtent miſchiefs':: and therefore when we began 
the world again , entring incoche Articles of a new life , God 
rats; Jiri to be aninſtrument of our becoming gracious 
perſons, nd of keing- in a Condition of obtaining that tuperna- 
ruralend, which God ax firſt deligned-to us-; And therefore as 
Trade « ſeparation of us from unbelieying people : ſo 
of I IEEN IS 2 Scew- 
| asthe ſheep of his paſture, as 
rof | Army, a8 the ſervants of his' houſhold : we 
-aie fofer _ world -that. we are: appropriated to 
God;, {othat: of us d duty and obedience ; and all 
fins are a&s of rebellion and undutifulneſle:2. Of this nature was 
the ſan&ification of Jeremy and Job the Baptiſt from their mo- 
thers womb; —_ hs ag ary yearn ſervice by an 


ſigning or ma ing us f 


| deſignation ; and | #' Spirit mark*d then to: a Mint- 
Fc frna ren cites ther S. Pant, whom: God Fy ade. 
ovale arated-fr mothers womb to the Miniftery of the 


Z the Heeree did antedare the 862 of the Spirit, which 
mor deſcend-upon; hint uatill- che day of: his Baptiſm.! What 
heſe perſon: { wer in order to-exeiricr Miniferies', that 'all the 

blul arvin)order anifend ebetionce,) .confipned in Ba- 


relation roGod; ina 

: eggs fatechs 
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4.30. 
John 6.27. Reis waſhes the body, and the Spirit ſeals hedut; Vite 
$.Cyril. Hienef- rod panticipatianofchoſe Promiſes which he hath made, and to 
Catech, 3. 
which we receive title co our Baptiſon. | 
6. 22, 2. The ſecond effeR of the Spirit, is Lsghr, or Hawination; 
rt 42 0 Tan holy'\Spiric docomes \u60 ws the Jaxhour & holy 
thoughts, 
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- of BAPTISM. T7 
choughts and firm perſwaſions, and ſets to his ſeal that the 
Word of God is true; into the beliefe of which weare then 
| baptized , and makes Faith to be a grace, and the Underſtand- 
iog refigned , and the Will confident , and the Afﬀent fironger 

. thenthe premiſes, and the propoſitions to be believed , becaule 

theyare belov'd , and we are taught the ways of godlineſle af- 
ter a new manner, that is, weare made to perceive the ſecrets 
of the Kingdome , andtolove Religion , ard tolong tor heaven 
and heavealy things, and to deſpiſe the world, and to have new 
reſolutions, and nevy preceptions , and new delicacies , in order 
to the eRabliſhment of Faith, and its increment and perſeye- : 
rance, Th Azuaicy 4vxi amd vgmexAvays dyifpudrts 3 beds hover S. Baſil. in 
Spivoy dumyy EauTy xgmapatece, God fits in the foul whenit is il 
luminated in Baptiſm, as if he fate in his Throne ; that *%s., he 
rules by a firm petſwaſion , and intire principles of obedience. 
And therefore Baptiſm is called in Scripture , panowss , andthe 
baptized , pwnodwles ihuminated : Call to minde the former 
days, in which ye were illuminated: and the ſame phraſe is in 
the 6 tothe Hebrewes , where the parallel places expound each 
' "other. For that which S. Paxl calls, 4zef gwno diy), once ilin- 
minated ; he calls after, auþ0r115 mv ryvoay mis axudiias , 4 re» 
ceiving the knowledge of the truth : and that you may perceive 
this to be wholly meant of Baptiſm , the Apoſtle expreſſes it Heb-6,4. 
Rill by its Synonymas , Taſting of the heavenly gift, and made 
gan, da of the holy Ghoſt , [prinkled in our hearts from an 
on conſcience, and waſhed in our bogies with pure water : All 

thich alſo are a Jabs or colle&tion of the ſeyerall effets of 
the graces beſtowed in Baptiſm. But we are now inftancing in 

' that which relates moſt properly to the underftanding, in which 
. reſpe& the holy Spirit alſo is called” anointing or wnttion ; and | 
the myſtery is explicated by S.lohw, The anointing which ye ® Joh.z, 20, 


Heb.10.,327 


bave received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that "_ 
any man teach you ; but as the ſame anointing teachtth you of 
al _ 

3- The holy Spirit deſcends upon us in Baptiſm , to becoms $. 23 


the principle of a new life ; to become a holy ſeed , ſprinoin 
op 72 holinefle, and wallq by S. John, emipua v8, b-. ſeed > John 3.% 
: andche purpole of i-we = taught by him, zhoſcever 5 

C3 —_ bor 
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born bf God*(that is , he that is regenerated andentred into this 
hew bitrth) doth nor commir ſin ; for his ſeed remaineth in hin, 
atd ht trwnnet fin,becanſe he 1s-hory of God, The Spirit of God, 
Isthe Spirit of life'; and now that he by the Spirit is born anew, 
 hehatchin himthar principle , which , if it be cheriſhed, will 
row up to life; to li eternall. And'this is the Spirit of Santt:- 
3 fication, the viftory of the world , the deletery of concupiſcence, 
Sh thelife of the ſoul , and the perpetual principle of grace ſown in 
"7 our ſpirits in the-day of our"adoption to be the tons of God, 
_ 7 PIE and 'members"of Chriſts body. Brit take this myſtery in the 
Lib.de Spir.s. wordsof 8.” Baſil'; » There are two ends propoſed in Baptiſm, 
6,13” ,. to wityto abolifhthe body of fin, that we may no more bring 
+ >» forthfruiruntodeath; 'andto live io the Spirit, and: to have 
_» our'fruit ro SanQification. The warer” repreſents the image of 
death, receiving the body in its boſome , as in a ſepulchre.Bur 
., » the p revnn. Spirit ſends upon'us a vigorous Suyapuy, power 
5 or efficacy, event from the beginning renewing our ſouls from 
q the death of fin unto life.” For as our-morrtification is perfe- 
» edinthe ater ; fo the Spitit works life in us. Tothis pur- 
| poſe is the diſcourſe of .Part ;' having largely diſcourfed of 
per . our-beingbaptized into'the'death -of Chriſt, he addes this as 
YE  the-Corollary of all;\Hethat ir dead, is freed from fin *; that 
* xenddy | : is, being mortified,, and buried: in the waters of Baptiſm , we 
m0i0y yi-E. 70” have a new life of p wnrk-99 put into us; we are quitted 
*liyyvrete fromthe dominion of finyand plied rogerher in the like- 
- Diſc 50f Re. Heſſe 'of + Chriſts ReſurreRion ; that henceforth we ſhould nor 
pemance,n.46, RrvE Rm; 72s 1 9060479 109 9G PI 
6. 34 | 5 gw pr er re bleſſings tend to gloriousCon- 
| clufion; for Bepriſs does 4lſv config us to a holy Reſwrreftion. 
| ixcakes the ting of death from us, by burying us together with 
.-3 4,5 * Chriſt,» and: takes off fin, which ' is rhe Ring of death, and then 
i? . we ſhall be-partakers of-at blefſed ReſurreRion.” This we are 
Rom-6.3-5. taught by Se»/; Know ye »0t that /0'many of ws as are baptized 
into Jeſus Chriſt were baptized into his death ? For if we have 
. » Geenplanted together inthe likentſſe of his dexth, we ſhalt be alſo 
*c* ©  Snithe likestfſe of bis refurreflion;: That declares the real event 
..1 , pats duedcaſon. Burbecauſe Baptiſm confignsit; agd admits us 
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temporal bleflings, or rare.contingencies., or mixaculous eyents, 


of Barr 15M. 


is. Baptiſm , baried with him in Baptiſm , wherein allo you are: - 
. Tiſen with him, through the faith of the eperation of God , which 


hath raiſed him from the dead : which expreflion 1 deſire tobe 
remembred , that by it we may better underſtand thoſe other 
fayings of the Apoſtle, of putting on Chriſt in Baptiſm , putting 
on the new. man,&c. for theſe onely fignifie imysipnua,or the de- 


 figna on Godspart , and the endeyour and duty on mans: we 


are then conſigned to our duty , and toour reward ; we under- 
take one, and haye a title to the other : and though men of 
ripenels and reaſon enter inſtantly into their portion of work,and 
have preſent uſe of the aſſiſtances , and ſomething of their re- 


- wardin hand ; yet we cannot conclude , that thoſe that cannot 
| do it preſently , are not baptized rightly , becauſe they are not 


in capacity to put onthe new man in righteouſneſle , that is , in 
an aQual holy life : for they, may put on the new man in Ba- 

tiſm , juſt as they are riſen with Chriſt : which becauſe it may 
be done by faith, before it is done in real eyent, and it may be 
done by Sacrament and deſign , before it be done by a proper 


faith ; ſo alſomay our putting on the new man be. Ic is done 


facramentally, and that part which is wholly the work of God, 
does onely antedate the work of man , which is to ſucceed in its 
due time, and is after the manner of preyenting grace : but this 
is by the by : In order to the preſent article,Baptiſm is by Theo- 
doret called uerumz Tis Seommuiaxins dvagtoius, 4 participation of 


the Lords Reſurre&ion. 


'5- Andlafily, by Bapti/m we are ſaved; that is, we are 


brought from death to life here, and thar is the firſt ReſurreCti- 
on, and we are bought from.death to life hereafter , by vertue 
of the Covenant of the ſtate of Grace, into which in Baptiſm 


a9 


S. 25. 


weenter, and are preſeryed. from the ſecond death, and receive a Mt 16.16.. 
lorious and an eternal life : He that believeth and baptized, Tir.z.s. 


| ſhall be ſaved, ſaid our bleſſed Saviour ; and, according to his 


mere) be ſavad us, by the waſhing of regeneration, and renewing 


of the holy Ghoſt. 


After theſe great bleſſings ſo plainly teftified in Scripture, and 


.* the DoQtrine of the Primitive Church, which are regularly con- 


bgned add beſtowed in Baptiſm , I ſhall lefſe need ro deſcend to 


OT. 


ft Difeurſe 
hs leſſe certain : of this fature are 
Roties recorded in thewritings of the Church, that Con- 
Þ Nicephl7. 7.6.35. fantiwe'was ourcd df 'yLeprofie in Baptiſm; 7 brodofons recove- 
: Socr.5.c.6. yediof his diſeaſe, being baptized by the Biſhop of Theſſalonica; 
| Tdewbb 747. Law ralycick Jew was cured as ſoon as he became a Chriſti- 
ati,aad was baptized by Articus of C, P. and Biſhop Arnlph 
bapizing a Leper,allo cured him, ſaid Vincenrins Bellovacenfis. 
Itismore/confiderable; which is-generally and piouſly belicyed 
bogey muny eminent perſons in He Clutch , Fear ac our Ba- 
God afſegns an Angel Guardian : for then the Catechumen 
Canes Btodterwo the Lord of Angels , is 
Plal-34.7- face nor'to want the aids-of them who pirch their texts round 
about theys that fear the Lord : and that this guard and mini- 
niftery'is then app L, when themſelves are admicted into the 
inhecitance-of the Promiſes, and their ticle ro Salyation is hugely 
ble cothewords of F, Pant, Are they not all miniſtri 
ute, [ent forth fo miniſter to thei who ſhall be heirs of Tak 
_  varion f where it appears , that thetitle to the inheritance is 
rhe ticle e6 this miniſiery', and therefore muſt begin and end to- 
gether.” Bur I infift cor on this , though ir ſceems to me hugely 
probable./All cheſe bleings pur inco one [habrs , have given 
to - matiy- honourable appellatives in Scripture, and 
| other divine Writers, calling it dreyirrnary; marſysrediey, Ox 
= it Theodor. ed drdvg2ynue we97 vexrtr bamuies Sopot xafife The be- 
Wpiphes Naxis onalas Thy Segrfy, wedany metlousy > meiloudy dxcogpmiumy 
0x; RIS. dringirnos, indTnue,; dppafire, inbxugyr ' «modes; dvdlio, 
-Herſs yy Supt gory, Sacr amentum vite & eterne ſalntis. A new 
A oe ink igeneation » © renovation, a chartet carrying us toGad, 
Emre Gin: S fchie Kingdoie T4 Pf the Ki hands th 
| e Kingdome , the 
PIR 2 exrtet ef our heir che an Paget” Lan of a good Collience, the 
robe of ] ;- the Sacrament of a new life , and of eternal ſal- 
yation.. p gody vSoe, This is cdleftial water , fpringing from 
the ides'of the Rock , upon the which the Church was built 
_.-.; Don 7 n 
6.2797, i now; that Wwe enquire COON atyy an 
a ,\or in what diſpoſition Etrmens fe Cc 
| ious effects ? For, the Sacraments 


e notices of 


Heb. 1, 14. 


theſe y} 


ch wor 


YT aa 


in.the.vertue of Chriſt, but yer onely upon. ſuch. as are ſeryanits. 
of Chriſt, and hinder not the work-of the Spirit, of grace. For 
the water of the Font, and the Spirit of the Sacrament ; are in- . 
deed to waſh away our ſins, and topurifie our ſouls: but not 
unlefle we haye a minde to be purified. The Sacrament. works 
pardon for them that hate their. ſin, and procures grace for them . 
that loye it- They that are guilty'of fins, muſt repent of them, 
and renounce them, and+they muſt make a profeſſion of the faith 

' of Chriſt,and give,or be given up to the obedience of Chriſt, and. 
then they are rightly diſpoſed. . He that believerh, and i bapti. Mark 16, 16, 
ze, fball be ſaved; Fit Chriſt ; and S.Peter call'd. out to the A as 2.28. 
whole aſſembly, Repent;end be baptized every one of you. Con- 
cerning this, 7#ſtin' HAartyr gives the ſame account of the faith 


and practiſe of the Church. *0o: & miodnn x maveny , &c. Av. ad Antow, 


»» Whoſoever are perſwaded,and believe thoſe things to be true, £/: 

»» Which are delivered and ſpoken by us , and undertake to live 

» accordingly, they are commanded to faſt and pray, and to ask, 

» of God remiſſion: of their former fins , we allo praying toge- 

2» ther with them, and faſting. Then they are brought to us 

»» Where water is, and are regenerated in the-ſame-manner &f re- 

»» generation , by which'we our ſelves are: regenerated. For in 
Baptiſm, S.Peter obſerves there.are two. parts, the body,and the 

ſpirit ; that is, ouprds amor puns, the putting away the filth of 

the fleſh, that is, the material waſhing : and this is Baptiſm, no 
' otherwiſe then a dead corps is a man : the other is, ovyerShoras 1 Pete3.21, 
12.515 egaTW_E;, -— 192 ak of 4 good conſcience towards God; 

that is., the converſion of the ſoul to God ; that's the effeRive 
diſpoſition in which Baptiſm does fave us. And in the ſame ſenſe 

are thoſe ſayings of the Primitive Doors to be underſtood, 

Anima non lavatione ſed reſponſione ſancitxr. The ſoul is not T*'ts. de 
healed by waſhing, viz: alone, but by the anſwer, the 5mpdmwu reſur. Carn, 
in S. Perer, the correſpondent of our part of the Covenant : for 

that's the perfeCt ſenſe of this unuſuall expreſſion. And the effe& 

1 attributed tothis, and denied to the other , when they are di- 
Ringuiſhed : So Inſtin Aartyr affirms ; the onely Baptiſm that 447,yp1,y, 
can heal us, is Repentance , and the knowledg of God. For what Fud. 
meed us there of that Baptiſm that can onely cleanſe the fleſh and 


. thebody ? Be waſhed in your fleſh from wrath and covetonſneſs, 
D from 
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of BAPTISM. 
» born to to the world, may be born ſpiritually to God. SoGod 
is made a Father to the man , and the _ hurch a Mother, 
Faith and Repentance ſtrip.che old man naked , and.make him 
fir for Baptiſm ; and then the holy Spirit moving upon the wa- 
ters , cleanſes the ſoul, and makes it to put on the new man, who 
grows upto perfeCtion and a ſpiritual life, to a lifeof glory, by 
our verification of 4 "Ih. 01 Baptiſm':an our part, and 
the graces of the Spirit on the-other. For the waters pierce no 
further then the $kin, till the perſon puts off his affeCon to the 
fin that he hath contrafted; and then he may fay, Ague immrg- 
verunt 44; ad animam meam , The waters are entred even un- 
to my ſoul, to purifie and cleanſe jr , by the waſhing ..of water, 
and the renewing by the holy Spirit : The ſum is this, Rac it6* 


z$ 


Clem. Alex. lib. 


wavor parnitousda , puntouera yortiude , yoroteueru Teuius)e, x pedag.c. 6. 


TrxeuerordYeantouala, being baptized , we are illuminated; 
being illuminated, we ate adopred to the inheritance of ſons; be= 
ing adopted , weare —_— towards perfeRion ; and being 
perfeRed, we ate made immortal, 


Quiſquis in hos fontes vir venerit , exeat inde 
Semidens, taits cito nobiliterny in undis. 


This is the whole DoArine of Baptiſm , as it is init ſelfe cog- 
fidered, without relation to rare circumſtances, or accidental ca« 
ſes: andit will alſo ſerve to theright underſtanding of the rea« 
ſons whytghe Church of God hath in all ages baprized all per- 
fons, that were within her power, for whom the Church could 


ſipulare chat they were or might be relatives of Chriſt , ſons of - 


God, heirs of the Prornifes , and partners ofthe Covenant, and 
ſuch as did not hinder the work of Baptiſm upon their ſouls. 
And ſuch were not onely perſons of age and choice , but the In- 
fantsof Chriſtian Parents. For the underſtanding and verifying 
of which truth, I ſhall onely need to apply the parts of the for- 
mer diſcourſe to their particular caſe ; premiſing firſt theſe Pro= 


pokitions, - 
D2 of 


5. 28. 


| $- Is 
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; = Of Baptizing [nranTts. 


=a@2ADTISM isthe Key in Chriſts hand, and there- 
| | IIS forco ns as he opens, and ſhuts by, his rule : and as. 

W139. Chriſt himſelf did not do all his bleflings and effe&s 
UE unto eyery one,,. but gave to everyone as they had 
To does Baptiſm. Chriſt did not cure all mevs eyes, but 


. 


| them onely that were blinde : Chriſt: came not 10 call the righ- 
feows, but ſinners torepentante ; that is ,. they that lived in the 


car of God , according.to the Coyenant in which they were 
debtors, were indeed improved and. promoted higher by Chriſt, 
but not called to that repentance to which he called the yitious 
Gentiles, and the adulcerous perſons among the Jews , and the 
hypocritical Phariſees. There are tome ſo innocent , that they 
weed no repentance (faith the Scripture) meaning , That ” Su 
they doe nced contrition for their fingle as of fin , yer they ace 


. 


Wit RAG Of grate pad need not repentance, as it is a:con- 


yerfion.of the whole man :. and ſo it is in Baptiſm, which does 
all ating == them that need them all; and ſome Upgy them 
Ne ſome. that 


4 


py conmilne-ihens, a0d 05 tepens. gag. believe ; To to the 
others who haye not, committed them , it does all the work 
which is done to the others, above, or beſides. that pardon. 
. ;2,; When the ordinary effeR of a Sacrament 'is done alread; 
by ſome other efficiency or inſtrument,” yet the Sacrament is Gill 
25 obligatory 2s before ,. not for ſo many reaſons or neceſſities, 
bur- for the lame Commandement. Baptiſm is the firſt ordinary 
Current, in which the « ay moves and deſcends upon us ; ard 
where Gods Spiric is, they are the ſons. of God: for Chriſts 
irit deſcends upon none ,,.but them that are his ; and yet Cor- 


Aﬀts 1047, nelins, who had reccived the holy Spuit, and was heard by 


God 


Of Baptizing Iifants. 
God , and viſited by an Angel, and accepted in his alms , and 
faRings, and prayers, yet was tyed:to the ſuſception of Baptiſin, 
To which may be added, That the receiving the effeRs of Ba- 

iſm beforehand, was-uſed as an argumeat the rather to mini- 
Ker to Baptiſm. The effeCt of which conſideration is this, That 
Baptiſm aud its efte& may be ſeparated , and doe not always go 
in conjunRtion.;. the effe& may be before, and therefore much 
rather may it be after its ſuſception ; the Sacrament operating 
inthe yertue of Chriſt , eyen as the Spirit: foal move, according 
to. that ſaying of S. Auſtin ,. Sacroſantto lavacro inchoata innc- 


Aug. de 1107.4, 


Vario novi homins per ficiendo perficitur, in als citins, in all xilfs cath. 
tardinr. And $- Bernard, Lavars quidem cito poſſummus , ſed1, x. c, 35. 
ad ſanandum multa curatione opus eſt. The work of regene- Bern.Serm.de 
ration that is begun in the Miniſtery of Baptiſme, is perfeCted in £74 Pom. 


ſome ſooner, and in ſome later : we may toon be waſhed, but 

to be healed, is a work of a long cure. 

- 3» The diſpoſitions which are required to the ordinary.ſuſ- 
ception of Baptiſm, arenotneceſlaryto the efficacy ,. or requi- 
red to the nature of the Sacrament ; but accidentally, and be- 

cauſe of the ſuperinduced neceſſities of ſome men. And there. 
fore the conditions-are not regularly to be required, bur in thoe 
accidents. I; was neceſſary tor-a Gentile Prolelyte to repent of 
his fins, and to belieyve-in 4foſes Law , before he could be cir- 
cumciſed ;. but- Abraham was not tyed to the ſame conditions, 
bur onely tofaith in God ; but 1/aac was.not tyed to ſo much : 
and Czrcnmciſion was not of Moſes , but of the Fathers : and 
yet after the ſanRion of Moſes Law, men were tyed to.Condi- 
tions, which were then made neceſſary to them that eatred-into 

the Covenant, but not neceſſary tothe nature. of the Coyenant 

it ſelfe. And ſo it is in the ſuſception of Baptiſm : if a finner 

enters into the Font, ic is-neceflary he be ſtripp'd of thoſe appen- 

dages which himſelfe ſewed upon. his Nature, and then Repen- 

tance is a neceſſary diſpoſition. If hig-underſtanding-hath been 

a ſtranger to Religion, polluted with evill Principles, and a falle. 

Religion , it is neceſſary he hayean aRtual faith, that he be given 

in his underſtanding up to the obedience of Chriſt : and the 

reaſon of theſe is plain, Becauſe in theſe perſons there is a diſpo- 


ficion contrary to the ſtate and effeRs of Baptiſm; and therefore 
| D- 3 | they. 


Ss 3» 


A&3, 15. 


Aas8, 37. | 
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e taken off by theit ilrite, Rad and Repentarce, 


vhacithey may 7 be-redaced ro the roared rp receptives. And 


this is rhe Core of thoſe words.of our Saviour-, Unleſſ: 
Lvcaptye; bom of theſe little ones, ye ſhall nee enter into the 
dome of heaven ; that is » 'ye cannot be HO into the 
el-Covenant, unleſſe all your contrericties and impediments 

be eaken from yo, and you be as a1 as children toreceiye the 
new iromiffens from heaven. And this Propofition refics upon 
© great Example and a certain Reaſon. The Example is our 
bleſſed Saviour, who wasNuffins panitentie debitor hehad com- 


| mitted no fin , and needed no repentance ; heneeded not to be 


for of fairhihe was #he Author = _— and 
the gre robje, and its perſetion and reward, and yer he was 
prized Þ of Toby, the Baptiſm of Repenance. 

r ihe Reyne and Pin otte 

of tothe (y on m_, but neceſſary-to ſome per 
ſons TI non, ſhould = 


e- onely* required of Neo be- 
. Pejey z when he preached to the 
Jo Repentance : which 

P there wasno explicit 
ſtipulation ores had rife the Lord of life , and if 
et nent by Baptiſm , they muſt renounce their 
fin : that was all was then d npon. It is as thecaſeis, or 
as the perſans have i uced necefficies upon themſelyes. Tn 
children the cafe is evident, asto the one part , which is equally 


' required; I mean, Repextance : The not doing of which, can- 


nor prejudice them 85 x0 the "of Baptiſin ; becauſe 


they 


Of Baptizing Infants. 


they havingdaneno evil, ate not bound to repent ;: and fo re+ 


ene , is'2s neceflary ro the ſuſception of Baptiſm, as Faith is + 


rthis ſhews, that they are accidentally necefſary, that is, not 
| abſolutely, notto all,not to Infancs : and if they may be excuſed 
from-one duty, which is indifpenſably neceffary_to Baptiſm, 
why they may. not from the other , is a ſecret which will not be 
found our by theſe whom it concerns to believe it, 
- Andtherefore when onr bleſſed Lord made a ſtipulation and 
exprefle Commandement for faith, withthe greateſt annexed pe- 
- nalty to themthar had it not, He that believerh not ſhall be 


damned; the propoſition is not to be yerified or underſtood as re-- 


' lative to every period of time: for then no man could be conyert- 
ed from infidelity to the Chriſtian faith, and fromthe power of 


the Devil to che Kingdome of Chriſt , but his preſenr infidelity - 


ſhall be his final ruine. Tr is not therfore 39d, , bur ygue » not 


4 ſentence, but 4 uſe , a predifiion and intermination. It is not- 


like that ſaying [God 5s true , andevery man a lyar| [Every 


good, and every perfeF# gift is from above :} for theſeare true in 
every inſtant, without reference- to in but He that 


believerh nor ſball be dimned, is aprediftion, or that which in 
Rhetorick is called yg or 2-»/e, becauſe this is the affirmation 
of that which #ſ#al or frequently comes to paſſe : ſuch as this. 
He that ftrikes with the ſword, ſhall periſh by the ſmerd ; He 
that robs-a Charch, ſhall bt like a wheel , of a vertiginous and 
unſtable eftate ;, Hethat- loves wine ard oz1e , ſhall not be rich : 
_ and therefore it isa-dec}aration of that which: is univerſally or 
commonly true; but not fo, that in what inſtance foever a man 
isnot #'Þeliever, in thatinſtant ir is true to lay he 5s damned, 


for ſome' are called: che third;ſome the fexth, fome the ninth. hour, . 
and rhey chat cone in, being firſt calted, at rhe eleventh hour,. 


ſhall hvverheit reward + fo that this ſenrence fands true: at the 
day and OI of the Lord, not at the judgement or 
day of man. in the ſame neceſſity as faith ſtands to fal.. 


vation, inthe fame it ſtands to Baptiſme ; that is, to be meaſu-. 


red bythe whole ktirude of its extent, Otr Baptiſm ſhall no 
moredorallits intention, unkefe farch fupervene, then a man is in 


poſſibiliry of being faved without faith ; it muſt come-in its due. 


dime , bur ionot indifpenfably neceſſary in all inftants and pe- 


riods.,. 


*T 


L 4, 
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2 particu arly the Apotiles gd 


"much rather'to them that. hinder-not.-:An 


. Of Baptzons TInfams. 
ziods', Baptiſinis the ſeal of our BleQion and Adoption; and 
as Ele&ioniis. brought. to effe& by faith, and its conſequents; ſo 
is Bapciſm:: bur to neitheris fairh neceſſary ; 2s to its beginning 
and farſt entrance, To which alſo:I adde-this:- Conſideration, 
TharaCtual faich-isnecefſary, not to the ſuſceprion, bur to the 
ſequene effets of Bapriſm,appears,Becauſe the Church, and 
3 


| baptize ſome perſons who had not 
ith, but were hypocrites, ſuch'as were Simen Magus, Alc- 
xanier "the Coper-ſmith , Demas and -Diotrephes; and ſuch 
was Judas when he was baptized, and ſuch were the Greftich. 
Teachers. For the effe&-+depends upon God , who knows the 
heart, bur the outward ſuſception depends/upon them who doe ' 
not know-it ;z/ which-is a' certain argument, That the ſame faith 
thatis neceflary tothe effe& of the Sacrament , is not neceſſary 
to/its -ſuſception ;,and if it- can: be ;adminiſtred to hypocrites, 
much miore to Infants; .if. co thoſe'who wow hinder the effec, 
And if- is be obje&ed, 

Thar the Church d6es not. know: but / the pretenders have faich, 


| but ſhe-knows Tnfants-bave not,--I'reply;, That the Church 


does not/know-buy the pretenders hinder the effeCt , and are con- 
trary tothe grace of the Sacrament ; bur ſhe knows thar Infants 
doeinot:' The firſt poſſibly.,mzy receive the grace , the other 


; Bur beſide theſe things ,'it is copfiderable, That when it is re- 
des dermomemnatn faith : it is-true ,- they that. require Ba- 
priſm, ſhould give-ai reaſon why they.doe: ſoit was in the caſe 
of the Eunuch-baptized 'by Philip. Bur: this is-not'to be re- 
quired of others/that doe:not-/ask-it,,; and yet they be of the 
Church; and of the Eaith : for by Faithis allo underſtood the 
Chriſtian Religion, and the Chriftian Faith is the Chriſtian Re- 
iipien;and of voy be, though he make no confeſhon 

bis faith;;i as'a man-may be of the Church, and; yet net be of 


the number of Gods ſecret ones : and-to this. more is required 
then to that ; tothe firſt it is ſufficient thathe be admitted by a 
Sactament or a Ceromony :- which is infallibly certain, becauſe 
hypacrites and-wicked-people are-in the viſible Communion of 
the Church,and are reckoned as. members of it;and yet to them 

there was nothing done but-the Ceremony admigiſtred ; 49d 
bs | : there- 


*therefore when that is donie to Infants , they alſo are to be rec- 
'koned/inthe:Church Communion A nd indeed if-the examples 

is Scriprure, wefindemore inſerted into-the number! 'sf Gods fa- 

7 by:eurward Ceremony, then'by the inward graces of this 

mtmber were all thoſe i were circurnciſed the eighth? day, 

who were admitted thither, as the womans daughter was cilired' 

in the Goſpel, by the faith of their mother; their natural parents, 

or their ſpiritual: To whoſe faith ir-is as certain God will take 

heed, as to their faith Who brought one to Chriſt, who-could'nor 
come himſalf, the poor Paralyrick ;- for when Chriſt /aw "their 
faith, be cured their friend: and' yeritis to be obſeryed , That 

Chriſt did uſe to exa&tfaith, aCual faith, of them that came to 

him to be cured | According to your faith be it unto you.] The Ma g.:8, 
caſe is/equal in its whole kinde. And it.is conſiderable ' what | 
Chriſt faich to the;poor man that came in behalfe: of his'ſon; 144 

things are poſſible to him thar believerh ; it is poſſible 'for a ſon to Mark 9.13. 
receiye the bleſſing and: benefic: of his fathers faith : and it was 

ſo in his caſe, and is * to any; for to faith all things are 

poſſible. And, as to the eyent of things; it is evident inthe ftory 

of the Goſpel; That the'faith of their relatives: was equally effe- 

Rive to children; and friends, or feryants; abfenr-or fick, 'as the 

faith of the intereſted perſon was to himſelfe : As appears be- 

yond all exception-in-the caſe ofthe friends of the Paralytick, let pars. i v 
down with cords 04-3 II] ; of the Centurion-in behalf 
of his ſervant ; of the nobleman, for his ſon fick-'at Capermammn John 4.50, 
ef the Syrophenician, for.her: daughtet ::and:Chriſt -required 

faith-of nofick man;, but of him that preſented himſe)fe:to him Mar.g. 22, 
and defired for himſelfethat he might. be cured', as it wasinthe 

cure of the. blinde men. Though they could believe , yer Chriſt 

required beliefe ofthem that came ro him on their behalfe. 'And 

whythen it may. not beſo, or. is nor ſo-inthe caſe of Infants Ba« 

ptiſm, I confeſs it is paſt my skill to conjeure, The Reaſon 

on which this further relies, - is contained -in the next Pro» 


. 


palition. : | 4 4s 2 nas CNL | 
4 Nodifpoſition or a& of man cam deferye the firſt grace,or $6, 
the-grace of pardon: + for-folong/as x man is unpardoned ;-he is 

an cnemy'to'God,and as adead perſon : and unleſſe he be pre- 


-yented by the grace of God , cannot doe a fingle a& in —_— 
$7 E is 


2 
s 


de 


| = 


" nods of ourifeputiic into-fermentation 
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eget ore lÞ wholly his own, that the manhath no- 
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: and:rhis is dove in themchat have. in them go- 
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ine-dlumip ofdow: and faith nd qriobugrrs! h 
ump' repentanc rang. 


ſeed of God i is putiato the ground of our hearts, apd nl repute 
_—_ eh m0 n mnd.: 


TrelayoalSalepars lk imwich Baprſm does ope-. 


rate, 
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6. The holy Spirit which deſcends upon the waters of Ba- $$. 


us, therefore ic hath no ſignificartion. Ic isthe ſeed of God ; and 
itis no goo Argument to ſay, Here is no ſeed in the bowels of 
the earth, becauſe rhere is nothing green upon the face of ir. For 
the Church'gives the Sacrament, God gives the grace of the Sa-' 
crament. Buc = he does not alwayes give it at the inſtant. 
in which the h gives the _— , (as if there bea fſe- 

| 4 cret 


diment in the Sy and. yet. caformcds does give- 
when the impediment is remoyed,(as'rochem! that repeat of 
chat inpofimar) it follows ». thar-the Church may adminiſter 

yo, Lg the ron anal gre, of che Sacrament; 


| by;parts.; and, Jer all. of 
venant which was ns ned ;in Ba- 


he pn tis jag may defer all, and verify every part 
» Wills any part.; For it. Ci "that j in the inſtance now, 
nade by the grace, 1s deferred; in. Tafants | ir por-enola bur. 
thixomeis wg Cid ind Hoyer, be it fo.orna, yet. 


Ication, of the Sacrament is not. 


-When che HY of _the. effects of, or dif] of 
to Bapt Fort it ſpeaks in. general expr jons,as being moſt, 
on 10N/uty,OF 2; octierhl BO, a.more.utij-. 
or the proper order gfe hiogs 2 , olegeneral ex-- 
not. ./ ARES aliter, harks are not to be. 
ch five Toa of Us are not ſaqualified; or univer-- 


he ſubjects of the propofition. . 
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and bare him witneſſe. And alittle after, AU they in the Syng- | 
ognes were filled with wrath, that.is, it was generally ſo ; but 

| Rardly to be ſuppoſed true of every, fingle perlon z- in both the 

contrary humors and uſages... Thus Chriſt ſaid to the Apoſtles, 

Te bave abidden with me in my temptations ;.and yet Fudas was 

all the way a. follower. of Intereſt and the Bag , rather then 

_ - Chriſt: and afterwards none of them all did abide with Chriſt 
in. his greaceſt Temptations. Thus alſo to come nearer the pre- 

ſeat Queſtion ,. the ſecret effe&s of Ele&ion and of the Spirir, 

are in Scripture attriburgd..ro all that are of the outward com- 

munion-' So S, *Peter «calls all rhe - Chriſtian trangers of the 

Eaſtern diſperſion , Ele , according to the fore-hnewleage of i Per.r, 2. 

God the Father: and S. Paul faith of all the Reman Chriſti- 

- ans, and the ſame of the Theſſalonians , that their fairh was 

ſpoken of in all the world, and yet amongſt them.it is not to 

be ſuppoſed, that all the profeflors. had an unreproveable faith, 

or that eyery,one of the Church of. Theſſalonica was an excel- 

 lentanda-charitable perſon : and yet the Apoſile uſeth this ex- 

' preflion, Tour faith groweth exceedingly, and the charity of eve- , Theg, 2. 

77.0ne of you all rowards each other ,. aboundeth. Thele are uſu- 

. ally Ggnificant ofa generall cuſtome or order of things , or duty 

_ of meg, - or defign , and natural or proper expetation of eyents; 
ſuch are theſe allo in this yery Queſtion, As many of you 4s 
are baptized into.Chrift, have put on Chriſt; that is, lo it is re- 
gularly, and fo it will be.in its due time, and that is the order of 
things; and the deſigned event : but from. hence we cannot con= 
clude of eyery perſon, and-in every period of time ; This nan 
hath been baptized, therefore now he us clothed with Chriſt , he 

hath pat on Chriſt :. nor thus; This perſon cannot in « JO 

ſenſe as yet put op Chriſt , therefore he hath not been baptized, 
that is, be bath net put him on. in 4 ſacramentall ſenſe, Such is 
the ſaying of . Paul, whom be hath predeſtinated, themRom 8.30. 
he alſo. called; and whom he called, them he alſo juſtifi- | 

. ed.. and whom he juſtified, them he alſo glorified : this allo 

declares the: regular eyent,, or at leaſt the order of things, 

andthe deſign of God, but not the anal verification of it toall 

perſons. Theſe ſayings concerning Baptiſm, in the like manner 

areto be underſtood , that they cannot exclude all perſons from 


the Sacrament, that haye not all thoſe xeal effeRs of the.Sacra- 
| E'3 : ment : 
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mekt at al} times, which ſonie-men have at ſorecimes | and at 
whenmuſt have ar 


obraine i bs tiene, Ber hehe A ch Socremen 
i ut © om'hence, 
rr rr mr on Mm hence 


ecueh, henchar off Nine are Gods Ele and thar ate 
Saints; and” all that are calſed, ate: juſtified; and 
iRified; ſhall be faved: finally,” Thefe thir 
ings, and their order}, and the 
Nee Ys propet feafor, in cher 


tye Argument for matters of fa& in Scripuure, 

j Law, of a wece ary or «regiubey tvent. "And 

ig that it-be not intithared , thar the Apoile 
3 it follows not that they "did not: 


| chey c bacon tor fully che thy ra r not, or thtke 


ureh 'ma not. For Chomyoegreto de of The Seri 
| "of che B ofthe holy Virgin'Morher, t 


| Et ecorided ; and<fthe aQs of the Apoiles 


the fame” in-*cheir | roportion * and therefore 
kid not; is norule tous, 


bo them: For although the Neguave of"1F 


hude them. For alchoiigh the Negati tk ko 
ment, '\ Ne ive of a 5 is2yery good one, 
e may nat fay.the Af we may'not: but. 


this, they Were. not, forbidden to do ir,there i is 'no Law againſt 


vify., all We Are 


fince 


chat Tok excuded rom rh Facrnents and Ce. | 
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Gnos all coatradiftion to this Queſtion depetids wholly upon: 
pen Up us 


theſe two grounds ; The Negative Argument in aza4ter , 
.and the Precences that Faich and Repentance are Tequired to 
| Baptiſm 3 fince the firſt is wholly nothing , and infirm ypon an 
infiaite account, and the ſecond may conclude, that Infants can. 
no More be faved then be baptized ; becauſe Faith is more ne-: 
ceflary to Salyation then to Baptiſm ; it being (aid, He that be-- 
Jeeveth not ſhall be damned; and it is not faid , He that belie- 
 veth not ſball be excluded from Baptiſm : ix follows , that the- 
do&rine of thoſe that refuſe to bapriae their Infants is upon bath 
its legs weak and broken, and inſufficient, 
Upon the ſuppolitions of theſe grounds, the Baptiſm of Infants, 
according to the perpetual praRije of the Church of God ,. will 
Rand firm gnd unſhaken upon its own baſe. For, 2s the Ennuch 
faid to Philip, n7hat hinders them to be baptized ? If they can 
receive benefit byir , it is.infallibly certain, that it belongs. to 


 . them alfotoreceive it, and to their Parents co procure it : for- 


nothing candeprive us of ſo a grace , but an anworthineſs- 
or a di/ability. They;are ner difable to receive it , if they need. 
it, and if does them good; and they haveneither done good: 
nor evill, and therefore have not forfeited theirrightto it. 
Ehis therefore ſhall: be the firſ great argument or combination. 
of inducements ;. » Infants receive many benefits by the ſuſce- 
2». ption of Baptiſm, and thetefore in charity and.in duty we are. 
to-bringthemto Baptiſm. — _ *- 2M 
2. Thefirfteffect.of Baptiſm.is , That- init weare-adiitted 

tothe Kingdomeof Chriſt, offered and prefented unto bim, In 
which certainly. thereis the ſame act.of worſhip to God,and the 
fame bleflmg to the children-of Chriſtians , as there was in pre= 
ſenting the firſt-born amoogthe Fews. For our children can be 
Gods ow portion , as. well as theirs; and as. they. preſented: 
{the firſi-born.te God , and ſo acknowledged that God .might 
have taken his/life in Sacrifice, as well as the Sacrifice of the 
Lamb, -ot. the: Oblation of a beaſt: yet when the right was. 
confeſſed, God: gave:him back again , and took. a Lambin ex-- 


change ,//or.a pair of Doves. So are.our children- preſented to- 


God as forfeit, and God might take the. forfeiture, and notad-: 


«px the babe to the Promail 3 of Grace : bur whea the preſenta-- 


rio. 
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* tle 6F th&ehllde; ahi olly acknofledgement $8: matde toCol, 
_ paic$viir” forfeiture; and the children fare holy" unto the Lord. 
And whit hinders.-here ?''cannot Rm receive! an 'almegac 
-the Beautiful pare of the Temple,unlefle he goethither himſelf 
-"Or-cannot a gift be preſented toGod by the hands of the owners, 
-and'the gift become holy and pleafing to God without its wn 

_ *conſefit?- The Parents have a portion of the poſſeſſion: Chil- 
\-drenare bleflings, & Gods'gifts;and theFathers'greareſt wealth, 

_ -nnd cherefore- are tobe given/again to him. - In other things we 
ive ſomething to God of all that he gives us ; all we doe nor, 

| be our needs" force us to retain the greater part, and the 
lefs ſanRifies the whole :' bur'our children muſt all be returned 
'to* Godjzfor we may loye them,and ſo mayGod tooand they are 
ithe becter-our own, by being 'made holy in their preſentation : 
-whatſoever'is given to God is holy, every thing in its proportion 

- andoapacity; a:Lewb i holy,when it becomes a - % Wager, a 
_ 'Table ir boly when it becomes an Altar; & aHowſe 5s _— 
lobecomes a,Chorch;;/ and a may 5s holy when he is conſecrated 
to be a'Prigf; andiois'eyery one that'is dedicated toReligion: 
theſe are holy: perſons, the others are holy things ; and Infants 
are berween boch':-they have the ſanRification that belongs to 
-them,the holineſs:that'can be of a reaſonable nature, offer'd and 
:deftin'dto.Gods ſervice; bur-not-in that degree that isin an ur- 

. derftanding, chooſing perſon. Certain: it is ; that Infants may 
” . beyiven = Gedjandif icy may be; they muſt be +.'for it is not 
here as in'goods; where weare'permitted to uſe all or ſome, and 
give whar portion we pleaſe our of them; but we cannot doe our 
EC aonits children, unleſs wegive them wholly to God, 
and-.offer them to: his! ſervice and>to-his grace. The firſt does 
[honour to God ;/the' fecond-does charity to the*children, . The 
effects and' real'adyantages/will -appear in the ſequel: in the 
meaty time this /Argumeitextendsthusfar,that Children may be 
preſented to God-acceptably, in order to. his ſervice. And it was 
highly preteptive,when que bleſſedSaviour commanded,thatwe 
ſhould /@ffrr-tvirle children to come tohim: and [when they came, 
they carried ,away: a blefling-along with them, "He was deſirous 

. theyſhould partake of his merits ; he-is nor willing , neither” is 


It 
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it bis Fathers will, that any of theſe little ones ſhowld periſh. Ard 
| therefore he dyed for them, and loves, and bleſſed them : and 

fo he willnow,if they be brought to him, and preſented as Can- 

. didates of the Religion and of the ReſurreRion, Chriſt hath a 
 bleffing for our children/,. but let them.come to him ,' that: is, 
be prelented at the doors of the Church ;:to the Sacrament of 
Adoption and Initiation ; for I know no other way for them 
to come. | ple 1s » CNET 7 

_. Children may be adopted/into the,Covenant of 'the Goſpel, 8g. 13. 
that is5 made partakers 'of the Communion of Saints, ,which is 
the ſecond effe@ of Baptilni ; parts of the Church', members of 
Chriſts Myſtical body ; and put into the order of eternal life, 
Now concerning this,it.is certain_the Chutch clearly bath power 
to doe her offices in order -to it, The fairhfull can pray for all 
men,they can doe their piety to ſome perſons with. more'regard 
and: greater earneſiyeſle : they can admic whom: they pleaſe in 
their proper difpolitions, ro a participation; of all rheir holy 
praye:s, and communions., and preachings , and exhortations : 
and if all this be a bleſſing, and all this be the a&ions of ' our 
own charity, who can hinder the Church of: God. from admic- 
tipg Infants to.the communion of all their pious offices, which 
can doe thera benefit in their preſent capacity ? How. this does 
neceflarily infer Baptiſm, I ſhall 'afterwards diſcourſe *. But for * &,z 5, &c. 
the preſent T enumerate:, That the bleſſings of Baptiſm are - 
communicable ro them ; they may ; be admitced-into a. fellow- 
. ſhip of all the Prayers and Priviledges of the Church ; and the 
Communion -of, Saints, in bleſſings, and prayers, and holy 
offices. But that which is of greateſt perſwaſion and convin= 
cing efficacy in this particular,is, That the children of cheChurch 
are, as capable of the ſame Covenant, as the childreg of the 

Jews But it was the ſame Covenant that Circumcifion did con- 
<£ 


- 


on., a ſpiritual Covenant under a veil, and now it is the ſame 
| ſpiritual Coyenant without the veil, which is evident to bim that 

conſiders it.; thus :. | = = or” 

"The words of the Covenant are theſe [7 am the Almighty 5, 14- 
God, walk before me, and be thou perfe& ; I will multiply. chee Gen.17. 2,8 
exceedingly. Thou foalr be a father of many Nations : Thy 
name ſhall not be Abram , but Abraham. Nations and. Kings 

F ſhall 
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Gal becont of in. T-will br 4 God ants thee”, and unto thy ſeed 
after thee; and 1 will geve'all rhe Land of Canaan to thy fred, 
and att the Malts foal bt cirenmeiſed , nnd'+r 11 be 2 tokey 
of the Od0tnhur' berwom'we and thee'® an h+ that ir nor civ-" 
cambiſad; Mill be eur off from his people; Phe Covenant which 
wa on Abrahams part was, To walk before God, and ro be per. 
fo#'s on Godspart, Toblefle him with = numerous iffue, and 
them with the Land of Canaan; and the ſign was Circumci- 
fon; erokin ofthe Covenant Nowin all this'/ here was no 
dury th-which the poſterity Was obliged, Hor" any blefſing which 
Mbrdhiawcouldperceiveorfeel;” becauſe heither he'nor his pg. 
ttetirgdidenjoy the Promiſe' for many hundred yeers after the 
Covenants and therefore as there was a duty for the poſteriry 
which igrict here expreſſed © fo. there was' a bleffing for Abra- 
miſe; aigt/which we ſhall} berter/inderftand from” them whom 
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+ This was no other but the Covenant of the Goſpel, though 5, 15, 
afterwards otherwiſe configned : for ſo the Apoſtle expreſly af- 
firms, that Abraham was the father of Circumciſion (viz. b 
* virtue of this Coyenant) wor ovely to rhem that are cirenmeiſed, Rom.4, 11,12 
but to all that believe :, for this . promiſe was not through the ; 
law of works ,- or of circumciſion, but of faith. And therefore 
as S. Paul obſerves, God promiſed that Abraham ſhould be a © V. 17. 
father (not of that Nation onely,bat) of many Nations , and the 
heir of the world; that. the bleſſing of Abraham might comeen Vis 
the Gentiles. onngh: fo's Chriſt , that we- might receive the ” 
promiſe of the Spirit through faith. And , 5f ye be Chriſts , then Gal.3.14. 29, 
Je are Abrahams ſeed , and heirs accerding to the Promiſe.Since 
then the Coyenant ofthe Goſpel, & rhe Covenant of Faith, and 
ot of Works; and the Promiſis are ſpiritual not ſecular - and 
Abraham the father of the faithfull Gentiles,as well as the cir- 
cumciſed Tews ; and the heir ef the world , not by himſelfe, but 
by his ſeed,or the Son of Man,our Lord Jeſus : it follows , that 
the Promiſes which Circumciſion did ſeal, were the ſame Pro- 
miſes. which are conſigned in Baptiſm ; the Covenant is the 
lame, onely that Gods people are not impal'd in Paleſtine, and 
the veil is taken away, and the tempo- BY tents wei oe Sn 
ral is paſſed into ſpiritual, and there- gi of fo: andteS == 
ſult will be this 5 That to as many per- ogy Sanet]ioucr "= _- ir pots 
ſons, and in as many capacities, and in ans meilouis » TeTici 7s banlious]O 
the ſame diſpoſitions as the Promiſes T#el[uuvorr&- nuas Snd duagrudmoy t 
were applyed,and did relate in Circum- EY ap bt hy 1 ew ms —_ 088 , Epc 
cifion,zo- the ſame they doe belong , and Cn Ton ma £ 
way be applyed iu Baptiſm. And let it be rememvred , That 
the Covenanr which Circumciſion did fign , was 4 Covenant of 
Grace and Faith ; the Promiſes were of the Spirit, or ſpiritual, 
it-was made before the Law , and could not be reſcinded by the 
Legal Covenant. Nothing cold be added to 3t , or taken from 
it ; and we that are partakers of this grace , are therefore par- 
takers of it being Chriſts ſervants, united to Chriſt, and /o 
are become Abrahams ſeed (as the Apdolile at large and profeſ- 
ſedly-provesin divers places, but eſpecially.in the 4. of the Ro- 
mans, and the 3. to the Galatiazs:) and therefore if Infants 


were then admitted to it , and conſigned to it by a Sacrament 
F 2 whicn 
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which they underſtood not any more then ours*doe, there is not 
any reaſon wy ours: oaks not enter in- at the ordinary ovate 
and*doorof Grace''as wellas theys Their children! were cir- 
4% -  -* athgiſed the Eighth day; blur were inftruRed afcerwards,whet 
| | they could enquire what things meant. Indeed their Pro- 
ſelytes web taught, then circumciſed ; ſo are ours, bapti- 
zed'; bur rhtir Infants were conſigned firft, and fo muſt 
$26, | 3, In Baptiſm we are birn ag 452 3 and this Infants need: in 

RET: ME br kg new: raph 
ineg of e and reaſon doe-' For our natural birth is either of ir 


Tit, 3-5. {of water 


+ __  ** znto beaven, wedoe not leayethem to God', when 'we will not 
>. - -.- .....carrythemtohimin the way'Which he hath: deſcribed; andar 
he door which hiinſeFhath ope3ed 7 we {rave 1bewr indeed, but 
it is. bur helpleſſe and deſtirmre-: and: though God-is berrer'then 

'Man,yet thatis no warrant to us;what it will be tothe children, 

thac we cantiot warrant , or conjeQure,” And if it be objected, 
'That.to the new birth is required difpoſtions of our own, which 

2te'to be wrought by and in them that have the uſe of reaſon : 

belides that this is wholly 'againſt the Analogy of '# new birth, 

in which tlie perſonto be born is wholly a paſſive, and hath pur 

inco lim the principle: that in time will produce its proper aQti- 

- ons + It is certain, that they that can receive the new birth, are 
capable of ir; rhe <ffe&'of ir is'a-poſſhibility of 'being ſaved”, 

and arriving to a ſupernatural felicity. If Infants can receive 

this effe&, then allo the new birth , without which they 

cannot. 
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canfiot receive the effeA. . And if they can receive-falyation, the 
effe& of the new birth, what hinders them, but they may re- 
ceive that that is in order to thateffe&, and ordained onely for 
it; 'and which is nothing! of it ſelf, but in its inſtitution and re- 
Hation, -and which may be received by the ſame capacity: in 
which one may be created, that is, a paſſivity, or a capacity 
obediential? | 

4+ Concerning pardon of fins, which is one great effet of £, 17. 
Baptiſm, it is certain, that Infants have not that |”: which 
men of fin-and age may receive. He that hath a fickly ſtomach 
drinks wine, ad itnot onely refreſhes his ſpirits, but cures his 
ſtomach. He that drinks wine and hath not that diſeaſe, re- 
ceives good by his wine, though it does not minifter torſo many 
needs; it refreſhes him, though it does not cure him : and when 
oyle is poured upon a mans head, it does not alwayes heal a 
wound, but ſometimes makes him a chearful countenance,ſome- 
times it conſigns him to be a King or a Prieſt. So it is in Ba- 
priſm : it does not heal the wounds of aCtual fins, becauſe they 
have not committed theni ; butit takes off the evil of Original 
fin : whatſoeveris imputed to us by Adams prevarication, is Row.y, 17,18.. 
waſhed off by the death of the ſecond Adam, into which we 
are baptized, But concerning Original fin, becauſe there are ſo 
many diſputes which may intricate the Queſtion, I ſhall make 
uſe onely of that which is confeſſed on both fides, and material 
to our purpoſe. Death came upon all men by Adams fin, and 
the necefficy of -it remains upon us, as an evil conſequent of the 
diſobedience. For though death is natural, yet it was kept off 
from man by Gods favour, which when he loſt, the banks were 
broken, and the water reverted to its natural courſe, and our na- _ 
ture became a curſe,.and death a puniſhment. Now that this Vide Auguſt. 
alſo relates to Infants ſo far,” is certain, becauſe they are fick, Erttetes Pelog 
and dye. This the Pe/agians denied not. But to whomſoever this ;,4. 1. 6. contre. 
evil deſcended, upon them alſo a remedy is provided by theſe- Zur.c. 4+ 
cond Adam,:T hat as in Adam all dye, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall 
all be made alive ; that is, at the day of Judgement : then death 
ſhall be deſtroyed, In the mean time, death hath a ting and a 
bitterneſs, a curſe it is, and an expreſs of the Divine Anger : and 
if: this ſting benor taken away _ we ſhall have no paxticipa= 
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66h of rhe final v37ory 'over death. Eicher therefore: Infants 
muRt'be for eyer without remedy inthis evil conſequent of their 
Fathers fin; or they thuſt be _—_ inco the participation. of 
Chrifts death, itehis he remedy! Now how-tan they - par» 
take of Chrifts death,” but by Baptifi into his death? For if 
there be any ſpiritual way fancied,” it' will by a ſtronger 'argu- 
megt_ admit them to Baptiſm: for if they can receive ſpiritaal 
effects, they can alſo receive the outward'Sacrament;z this bein 
denye &d — pon prererice they cannot have the other, 'If there 
beno extraordinary, then'the ordinary way is One- 
ly left for res 1 there be an extraordinary, let it be ſhews, 
and Chriſtians will be at reſt concerning their children. One 
thing (ts T defire tobe obſerved, That Pelagins denyed Ori- 
pal fin, denyed northe neceffiry of Infants Baptiſm , 
and Irinphtened of in of itin an Epiftle-to Pope: Innocent the firſt, 
od himfſdlf of the faſpicion, and allowed the raQtiſe, but 
den ec the inducement of it; Ns; thar their atts are 


þ. Ing hi 

= AA Gien wad ey fin, if he had deſtroyed mal 
FF = er rery reuch to hayeits greateſt neceſſity 
do&rinehe denyed: 'Bur againſt Poli and o againſt 
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ay that: parts of his 41 It is 
4 S.' Anftihe, Profper,and' Fu hc mor argue 3 
3 | Fog Adams (in, then Fre! __ a r gu tate 
43 P A: Nim# eyim Dei ſentiye juſtitia quod 4 
= pig mend bee 'prls-wrolnerit efſe dammatos. S Pro- 
Ln wo of ares gr mer dicito-quo merito 
mo 05 o ice ers, fi nnllun peccatum 
attyab wt, avrol bag has TN For the gwile of fin Higni- 
noting bur the obligation to the pniſhment : and he that 

ls rhe eyif conſequent, to hinr the fin is inipured-; not! as 'to 

| me Uifhonour; or miral accohints, butto the more 'ma- 
the wat##al account + andin holy Scripture the taking 


off A punent, isthe _— of the fin; and in OO 
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deeree the puniſhment-is aboliſhed, in the ſame God is appea- 
ſed, and then the perſon ſtands upright, being reconciled to God 
by his grace. . Since therefore Infants have the puniſhment of 
ſia/ir is certain the fin is imputed to them z and: therefore they 
need being reconciled to God by Chriſt : and if ſo, then, when 
they are baptized into Chrifts death, and into his Refurre&ion, 


their fins are pardoned, becauſe the puniſhment is taken off, rhe 
becauſe Gods anger is 


fling of natural death'is taken away, 
removed, and they ſhall partake of Chrifts ReſurreRion : which 
becauſe Baptiſmy does ſighifie and confign, they alſo are to be ba- 
ptized; To which allo adde this appendant' Conſideration, 
That whatſoeverche Sacraments do cen/ign, that allo they do 
convey and miniſter : they do it, thatis, God by them does it; 
kk we ſhould think the-Sacraments to be meer illuſions, and 
abufing us by deceicful ineffeRive figts': and therefore ro Infants 
the grace of a title to a Re/wrreftios,! and Reconciliation to God 
by & death of Chriſt is conveyed, becauſe it Ggnifies and con- 
ſigns this to them more to the life and analogy of reſemblance, 
then Circumciſion tothe Infantiſans of Ifrael. - 1 end this Con- | 
fideration withthe words of Nazsanzer, 5 yirnors tn bartis- One, a0; im 
pealos miv ame Meviones njhuuud mT, x) aces Thy dv Colws,sp aptif, 
| Empdguc. Onr birth by Baptiſm does cut off every unclean appen- 
age of our natural birth, and lrads us to a celeftial life : and 
this in children is therefore' more; neceſſary , becauſe the evil 
came upon them without-theit -own-a& of reafon and choice, 
arid therefore" the grace and remedy ought no: to Ray the 
teifure” of *dull':Nature , and - the Bormalities of the Civill 
Law. . 
5. The Baptiſm of Infants does t8 them the greateſt part of S. 18. 
that benefic which belongs to the temifſion of fins- For Baptiſm 
is « Rate of: Repentance and pardon fot'eyer, This Tſuppole to 
be alreadyiproved, to which T'onely: adde this Caution, That 
the Pelagians to underyalue the neceſſity of ſuperyenitg grace, 
affirmed, That Baptiſm did minifter"tous grace ſufficient to live 
perfeRly , and withont fin for - ever. © Againſt this-S. Ferome 
1-rply declaims, and affirms, ® Bapti/mnm preterita donares r5þ, ;. uy. 
ceara, non fituram ſervare juſtitixe : that is, von ſtatim jm- Pelag. 6. 1b, 1, 


#uns facit & owni plenum juſtitia, as he cxpounds his mean-"" iniio. 
ing 


Of Buptining" Infants: 


oglnatathes Os Fetera peccata conſcindit , novas virtutes 
non eribuit; dimittit 4 carcere,& Swiſs fp laboraverir; premis 
"pellicernr. Baptiſm: docs not ſo forgivefurure fins, that we;may 

we leaſe, ar moe not Jabour and watch; and 
EST of Gods grace to aRtuate our en- 
deyours; but puts us —_ 9ag-4"va of pardon , that is; ;.in a Coye- 
-nant of Grace, inwhich ſo-long as we labour and: repeat, and 
Kiiveto doe our duty, ſo long our infirmiries are ar dw. and our 
ſins certainto be pardoried upon cheix. certain conditions; that is, 
by virtue of it we arecapable:of,pardon;,* and:mwſt work for it, 
and. IT its: has: or Infants ar & moſt certain 
a wartarang 


y 1s ee fry y: wie rh in the 
whole-ſt enſues they be-put! into -a/ Rate 

 - of pardori-before rk fingbecauſe:ſome'(in-carly , ſome fin later, 
_ andtherefore unleſſe chey! be baptized ſo catly, as to prevent the 

| -fieſt fins, they maychancedye in ain, cothe pardon of which 

| «hog bave-ytc derived.no cigle from Chriſt, 

&. Ie + ..6,, The next gra eat Broginsr of Bapriſmgwhich children can'bave, 
...* .is the Spirit of SanfFification, and if = can be: baptized with 
Wager and the Spirit icwill be factiledge to rob them of x8 

treaſures 
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treaſures, And concerning this , although it be: with them , as 
S. Paul fayes of Heirs, The heir ſo long as he is a childe differ= 
ethnothing from a ſervant, though he be Lord of all ;:and chul- 
dren, although they receive the Spirit of Promiſe, and the Spiric 
of Grace , yer!im reſpett of aff wal exerciſe, they differ not | 
chemthat have them not at'all ,- yerthis: hinders not but they 
may have them. For as the-reaſonahle foul and all irs faculties 
are in children; 7/ll and Vaderftanding, Paſſious,and Powers of 
Attrattion and Propulſion,yertheſe faculties doe not operate or 
comeabroad rillzime and art;obicrvacion and experience have 
drawn them forth into'aQtioh'::fo may rhe Spirit of Grace, the 
principle of Chriſtian life, be infuſed, and yet lye without ation 
gill in its ownday. it is drawn forth. For in every Chriſtian there 
are three-parrs concurring iro his integral conſticution, Body, and 
Sewl, and 'Sp5rit:; and all theſe havetheir proper aQtvities and 
times,bur every one inhis own order; firſt that which is natural, 
then that which is ſpiritual, And as Ariſtotle ſaid, A man firſt 
lives the life of a plant, then of a beaſt , and laſtly of aman , is 
rrue in this ſenſe :'. and the -more: ſpiritual. the principle is , the 

ger it-is before it operates;becauſe mare things concur to ſpi- 
ritual ations; then to natiirall: and theſe are neceſſary , and 
therefore firſt; the other are perfe&, and therefore laſt. And 
whois he that ſo well underſtands the Philoſophy of this third 
principle of a Chriſtians life,the Spirir;as to know how: or when 
it is infuſed, and how it operates in all its periods , -and what it 


is .iv- its-being and proper nature; and: whether it be like the; 


ſoul, or like the: faculty, or like a habit , or how or to what pur- 
poſes God in all: yarieties does diſpenſe it > Theſe are ſecrets 
which none but bold people uſe to decree, and build propofiti- 
ons upon their own dreams. That! which is certain, is , that 
? The Spirit-is theprinciple of a newlife,or a new birth. * That 
Bapriſme is the laver of this new birth. * That it is the ſeed of 
God,. and may lye long in the! furrows before it ſprings ups 
* That frojn the faculty to the at}, the paſſage is not alwayes 
ſudden and quick. * That the Spirit is the earneſt of our inheri- 
tapce;thatis,of ReſurreQion to eternal life:which inheritance be- 
cauſe children we hope ſhall have,they cannotbedenied to have 
KS Seal andEarneft,chat is,if they ſhall haye all, they are nor to 
; h G be 


ants. 
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er the likeprinciple-may be derived co us from Chriſt, as there 

ſhould have been from Adam, that is, « principle of obedience, 

2 regularity of faculties, .a beauty in the {ou}, and a ate of ac- 
ceptanon'with' God. © And we ſce allo .in men: of underftand- 

ing and reaſon, rhe Spirit of God dwells in them, (which T atia- 

##s deſcribing, uſes theſe words, 5 $8 4uyh 4o op fraveous ih; 
Sundpacs aus [ mevuar©r | xiinuiery , The foul is pollefied with 

ſparks , or materials of the power of the ſpirit) and yet ic 

is ſomerimes ineffeRive' and unaftive, ſometimes more , ſome- 

times lefle, and does no more doe its work at all times, then the 

ſoul does ar all times underſtand, Adde to this, That if there 

be in Infants naturally an evill principle, a proclivity to fin, 2n 
jonorance and prayity of minde, a diſorder of aftefions (as 
experience- teaches us' there is , and the perpetual. do@trine 

ofthe Church , and \the univerſal miſchiefs iſſuing from man- 

Kinde , and the finne of every man does witnefle roo much} 

why cannot Infants have a good principle in them , though 

rt works not tillits own ſeaſon, as well as an evill principle ? 

If there were'nor by nature: ſome evyill principle, it is nor 
poſſible thar all che world ſhould .chooſe fin : In free agents 

It- was never” heard, that alf individuals loved and choſe'the 

fame' thing'to' which they were-noc naturally inclined. Nei- 

ther doe all met chooſe to niarty ,-neicher doeall chooſe to ab« 

ain 7 and-in this infance there 15 a natural: incdination to one 

parr'; but ofall the men and women ir che world , there. is no 
one'thar hath'never ſinned: :}f we ſay that we have' uo fin , we 7 PT 
dective our ſelvts”, and the wath is met in we, fait an Apoſile, 7 ne 
If therefore nawre hath in Infants aw ?v5/ principle, which ope- 

rates when the childe can chooſe; bur is all the while within the 

foul; either Infafits have by grace a principle pur into them,or 

elſefin abounds whire'grace does not fiperabound , exprefſely 

againft the do&rine-of the ApoBile. The event of this diſcourſe 

is ; thariif Infants be capable of the Spirit of grace , there is no 

reaſon but they may and ought co be baptized , as well as 'men 

and womets; unieffe God had exprefiely forbidden them,which 

' eanhiot be pretended: 8 that Infantsare capable of the Spirit of 

orace, I'think'it made veryeredible.Chri/tms infantibus infaxs ryi.d rider, 
; ans [anRtifican infames laid "7 pes became aniInfant lib.z.cp.8, 
| 3 among 
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—_ infantes five Wajores nat tnam 
There isthe ſame diſpenſacion of che 


neo gera Ti as well.zs[to:/men. Andin 

this Royal Prieftbood, asicis ic the ſecular”, Kings may be-an- 

S Avg lib-de oinced 1n their Cradles; Dat (Dew) ſms Spiriens: occulrifſimans 

| Sratiam, quam etiam latemter infundit in paruulis, God gives 
miſ.-9: The moſt ſecrer grace.of his Spirit, which he allo ſecretly infules 
imo Infants; And if a Hecret-/iofuſion. be; rejeRed., becauſe ic 

eaanor he proved at the place; and at the inſtant, many men that 
hope for heaven will be very much to ſeek for 2 proof of their 
earneſt, and need an ofthe carneſt. For all thathave the 
Spirit of God cannot inall inflarts prove it.,' or certainly. know 
ie either git yer defined by, how many #udices the Spirits pre» 

7 are ved, or:fignified. And: they /limit the Spirit roo 
much, arid it.t00, little, -whio, take: accounts of his ſe- 
cret- workings', andimeaſure 


te” by-the materia] lines and me- 
thods of nawral and animal 


And yer. becauſe whatſo- 

£ fn Ec Spirit; we are certainrhar 

b ern iſian parentr,are holy, 

4 ours. fromzhe 

p 99 ts wn from theirs : and be» 

cauſe the children Cfnkabhachen whe th come. to choice and 
5 may\enter/ to. Baptiſm-and:the Coycaant if they will, 

our children have no-p privit:dge beyond ihe children of Turks or - 
| Heachens, unlefle it Nat preſent capariry that is;cicher by 
Teceivi A 6a and-che Promiſes, _ or at 
to the Sacrament, ad entring by that door. 

| ;| nothing -can hinderthem from a-title to 
pan] rhey: -have -onely'/a tile toche water, of the 
'Sawran en-chcy halt rectine he Promile. of the holy Spi- 
*-xit, rhe benefics of the Sacrament : elſe their Priviledge i is none 
6 all, bac a diſhof cold water , which every village nurſe can 

provide for her new-born babe. 

$- 20, :- Butitis.inour caſe as it was with the Jews children : , 
x irew arex boly ſhed 3;for if i were nor ſo with Chriſtianity, how 

- couild: S:Pererimovethe Jewsito Chrifianity. by telling them 

the Fran was to them _ thedr ebilares + For if our c Ured 

Pp 


| Of Baptixzng Infants.) 49 
be not capable of the Spirit of Promiſe- and Holineſs, and yer 
 theirchildren were holy, it had been a better Argument tro have 
'keptithem in the Synagogue, then to haye -called the to the 
Chriſtian Church. Either therefore 1.-there is ſome holineſs in 
arcaſonable-nature; which is not from the. Spirit of holineſs; or 
elſe 2; our children do receive the holy Spirit, becauſe they are 
holy ; or if they be.not holy, they are in worſe condition under 
Chtiſt then under: Loſes: or if none of all this be true, theo our 
\' children arc holy by having received the holy Spirit of Promile, 
and conſequently nothing can: hinder them from being baptized, 
-And:ihdeedit the Chriſtian Jews, whoſe children are circum. $+27». 
ciſed; and made partakers of the ſame Promiſes and Title, and 
Joheritanceand Sacraments, which chemlſelves had-at their con- 
verfion to:the-faithof Chriſt, had ſeen, chair, childrea now ſhut 
putfrom theſe new Sacraments, it is not to the doubted, but: they 
would have raiſed a ftorm; greater then could: cably have - been 
ſuppreſſed : fince about their Circumciſions they had raiſed ſuck 
Tragedies and -implacable diſputations : and there had been 
reat reaſon toi look; for a-ftorm,; for their children were tir- 
cxmciſed, and if, not baptized, then they were- left under a bux- 
»then which their fathers were. quic of, for S-.Paxt ſaid. unto you, 
Fhboſpever is circumciſed, is 4 debtor 'to keep the whole - Law, 
 Theſechildren' therefore, that were circumciſed, ſtood obliged 
for want of Baptiſm to perform the. Laws of ' Ceremonies, to be 
preſented into the Temple, to pay- their price, to.be redeemed 
with filver and'goldg ts be.bound by the Law of. pollutions and 
carnal ordinances: and therefore. if they had. been thus left, it 
would be-no wonder if the Jews. had complained and made- a 
eumult': they uſed. to-do it-for leſs matters. . _ _ --* TO 
>;c:;To,whictlet this be added,. Thatthe firft book of the New &. 22. 
_  Teftamentwas not written tillieight years after: Chriſts Aſcen- 
fon, and-S., Marks Goſpel twelve years. In the mean tune, ' to 
whac Scriptures.did they appeal 2 bythe analogy or proportion 
of what; writings did they end their Queſtions? whence did 
they: prove their- Articles > They onely appealed to the Old 
Teltament, and onely added what their Lord ſuperadded. Now 
either itmuſt be ſaid that our bleſſed Lord commanded that In. 
ants ſbould not be baptized, wan no where pretended « 
ke Ys 33 and. 
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Of Biptining"finit yz 
the Spirit, and cheatuntentgbinin as 
_ gether, If, they be renewed by che Spirit, whar- hinders them 
to be baptized, _ 0 prog ar holy Ghoſt as — we? If 
: are not capable of the Spiric:: theyare < teof- Water 
Roy. .of 142 grein is cheie ricls =. renrs which is, _ 
ther interaal nor catemal, .nenther ſpiticual nor facramental, nejs 
ther ſecret nor tnanifeſt, neicher naturat por gracious, neicher ori» 
inal nor derivative? And well may we lament the, death of 
- babes:that are 28a; concerning whom if- we negle& 
what.is regularly preſcribed: «o all chavexiter: heaven, 'withour Nif qu 
2ny: difference ex or ca(s reſerved, : weave noireafon ts 4.0 gooey 
be comforted over our dead children; burmay weep as they that que nullum ex 


owq band, and-them.ic cannor;miſcacty';” atid; tholgh we -Know ceſſitate. Ambr 
tothing of-rhechildrewy yer wolinow math of Goisigoodaes : 15 4 brab. pare 
Buc when God hatlrpermitred ic rus, [chat is, offetsd:and pers lib, 2. c. 12, 


whitn;/ faces. Ambroſe aid the ſame before him, as appears ta- 
his wirds:aboye quored inthe margent,  / 

- Md nowthat T have. enumerated the'bleſſings which are con- $; 25% 
TequeneroBoptifin, acdhavealſ made apparent, That: Thfants | 
ial revedyerheſe blefſinps; t ſuppoſe need houſe ary other pet- 
Smificus wo bring ehileren 40' Baptiſm, If x be'certaim they may 
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Of Baptizing Infants. 

certain infallible arguments, that Infants ought Hot to be bapti- 
zed, or we ought to fear concerning the effe&t of theſe decretory 
words. 1ſhall onely adde two things by way of Corollary to 
this Diſcourſe. | : E160! M324 nit Sa 

/,\That the Church of God ever fince her numbers are full have 
for very many ages conſiſted almoſt wholly of Afemblies of 
them who have been baptized in their Infancy : and althoughin 


the firſt callings of the Gentiles, the. chiefeſt and moſt frequent 


Baptiſms were of converred and repenting perſons and belieyers, 
from the beginning alſo the Church hath baptized the Ta- 


W 


| $4.27: 


fants of Chriſtian Parents ; according to the Prophecy of [/aiah, If, 43. :3, 


' Behold, 1 will lift. up my hands to the Gentiles, and ſet up a 
ſtandard: to the people, and: they. ſhall bring thy ſons in their 
arms, and thy daughters ſhall be ' carried upon their ſhanulders. 

| Concerning which,:I-fhall not onely bring the teſtimonies of 
the mater 'of fa&t » buteicher a report of an Apoſtolical Tradi- 
tion, or ſome Argument from the Fachers, which will make their 
reftimony more effecuall in all that ſhall' relate to the Que- 
ſion. 4 NES RH : 1279 | 

- The Author of che book of Ecdefiaftical (Hierarchy, attri- 

buted to.S. Denzs the Arcopagite, takes notice, that certain un= 

holy perſons;andenemies to the Chriſtian Religion, think it a ri- 
diculous thing that Infants, who as yet cannot underſtand the 

Divine Myſteries; ſhould be partakers of the Sacraments ; and 

that profeſſions and: abrenunciations ſhould be/made by others 

for and intheir names-: He anſwers; that Holy men, Go- 
vernors of Churches, have fo taught, having received a T ra- 
dition from their Fathers and Elders in Chriſt : by which an- 
fer of his, as it appears,” that he himſelf was later then the 

Areopagite; \{o-it is ſo early by him affirmed, thar even'then 

there was an ancient Tradition for the Baptiſin of Infants, and 

the uſe of mo opae in the miniſtery of the Sacrament. Con- 
cerning which, it having been ſo-ancient a Conſtitution of the 

Church, ic were well if men would rather humbly and modeſt- 

ly obſerve, then like {corners deride it, in which they ſhew their 


own folly as.well as: immodeſty.. For what undecency or in-. 


congruity. is it, that our parents natural or ſpiritual ſhould Ripu- 
late for us, when it is agrecable to the praftiſe of all the laws 
and tranſaRions of the world, an cffeR - the ——_ of 
r 5 | Saints 
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Caintsant of Chriſtian Occonomy?, For why :way. fot: Infants 
he ftipulared for 38 well 2. all were:included iv the fipu- 
brian badge with of he. made: 3: loſing bargain for hinſ- 
ſelf, and we ſmarttd for his folly : andif the faults of Parents, 
andKihgs; phar 1evinh do bring/ evil upon their children, and 
ſubjeas, and.correlatives, itis but equal that-our children may 
have benefit alſo Da charity and piery.' Bur concerning ma- 
or. theiv, -we 4inde that God-was confident 
brakam that_he- Id reach his childven: and 
oubt/but Parencs/have t poiver, by tri edu- 
ent diſcipline, to efforry the 'mindes of their chil- 
\ Faſhonia' did undertake. for\his houſhold, 
ou{e will ſerve: the * gle - and for-children\ we: may 
£dolicrbecauſeril & perfe&t choices.) no Gavera+. 
Sncciabeuork isÞo gear; as was of Parents'over-their _ 
ditn; if that: which 'ragiToncern the parts of this Queſtion :::for 
Ex. rom ater , and children. know nothing 
vented, acid they be 
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For Education can introduce a habit and a ſecond nature, againſt 
which childrea cannot kick, unleſs they do ſome violence to 
themſelves and heir inclinations. And although it fails too often 
' when ever it fails, yet we pronounce prudently concerning future 
things, when we have a leſs influence into the event, then in the 
preſent caſe, (and therefore are more unapt perſons to ſtipulate) 
andleſs reaſon in the thing it (elf (and therefore haye RO a 
reaſon to be confident,) Is not the greateſt prudence of Gene- 
rals inftanced in their foreſeeing furure events, and gueſſing at 
che deſigns: of their enemies, coricetning which they have leſs 
reaſon to be confident, then Parents of their childrens belief of 
che Chriſtian Creed ? To which I adde this confideration, That 
Parents or Godfathers may therefore ſafely and prudently pro- 
miſe, that their children ſhall be of che Chriſtian faith, becauſe 
we not onely ſee millions'of tmen and women who not onely be- 
lieve the-whole Creed'onely upon the' ſtock of their education ;" 
but there are none that ever do renounce the faith of their Coun- 
rrey and breeding, 'unleſs they be violently tempted by intereſt 
or weakneſs, antecedent or conſequent. He that ſees all men 
almoſt to be Chriſtians, becauſe they are bid to be fo, need nor 
queſtion the fictingneſs of Goafarbers promiſing in behalf of the 
chifdren for whom they anſwer. . 99 OY 
And however the matter be for Godfarhers, yet the tradition &,, 29, 
of baptizing Infants paſſed through the hands of [reneus,Omnem 1, 2. ;9. 
eratems (anttificant per illam que ad ipſam erat fimilitudinem. 
Omnes n, ventt per ſemetipſum ſalvare, onines inquam qui per 
cum renaſcantir in Dean infantes 5 paruules, &purros,& ju- 
venes, ſeniores. 1kev per omnem venit 4tatem,&- infantibas in 
fe filtts anftificas infantes in parvuli parunlus gc.»Chriift CE. 
» did ſanRfie evety age by his own ſuſception of it, and ſimili- ers. 02-411 
>tude to it. For he carpe. to fave all men by himſelf, I ſay all 24: 35uy 5 
» who by him ate born agtin unto God, Lafants, and children, m3: viema, x, 
5 aut boyer,and youg men,avd old men, He was made an Infant to ©X775967% av” 
» Infants, ſanRifying Tnfants, a little one to the little ones, ec. I 
And Origen is expreſs, Eccleſia traditionem ab Apoſtolis ſuſcepit 7s. 5. ad Rom, 
etiam parvulis dare baptiſmum. . The Church hath received a c.6.idem bomil. 
Tradition ftom the Apoſtles to give Baptiſm to Children. And 74-in Lcame& 
S. Cyprianin his Epiſtle co Fidw, gives account of this Article : 4%: *-.095. 
: H 2 for ; 


far bei -oges #6, lefſ ekilfull, _IM whether ic 
were £8. to baptize Children before the eighth day; he gives 
account of the whole jon, and a whole Councell of bo. fix 
Biſhops upon reaſva decreed, that their baptiſm ſhould 
at no hanc | be de edt 1 whether Gx;or eight, or.cen dayes,. 
was no mattet, lothere be no looger or-preſenc neceflicy. The 
whole epiſtle is worth the readi 
\ Bur beſides theſe authorities fe ſuch wha writ before the Rart- 
ing of the Pelagian Que it will got be uſeleſs to bring their 
diſcourſes, *of them and others, I mean the raſoaupee Which 
ie Chu! nm rag wr, 1888 
| > (rooke up \ © lib 
Tk to. ang oY and. paſſed. thorough the ſe- 
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Of Baptizing' Infants. F3 I) 
be hath contratted the —_— an old death ? Whotherefore 7 
comes -the eaſier 10 obtain} remiſſion of ſins, betanſe to him are 
forgiven not his own, but the fins of another mat. Nonedught to 
be ariven from Baptiſm and the Grace of God, who 1s mercifull, 
and gentle, and pious' unto all ; and therefore much lefſe Infants, 
' who more deſerve our aid, and more need the divine mercy, be= 
canſe in the firſt beginning of their birth crying and weeping , 
they can do nothing but call for mercy and reliefe. For this reaſon 
it was (faith Origen) that they to whom the ſecrets of the Diving Origen. lib. g. 
myſteries were committed, did baptize their Infants, becauſe 44 Km. C. 6. 
there was born with them the Impurities of fin, which did need 
material abſolurion as a Sacrament of ſpiritual purification ; for 
that it may appear that our fins have a proper analogy to this 
Sacrament, the body it ſelf « called the body of fin: and therefore 
the waſhing of the body is nor ineffetual rowards the great 
work of pardon andabolition. Indeed after this abſolution there 
remains concupiſcence, or the material part of our miſery and- 
Gn :. For Chrilt by his.death onely took away that which when 
. he did dye. for us, he bore in his own body upon the tree. Now 
Chriſt onely botethe puniſhment of our fin, and therefor e we 
ſhall nor dye for it, but the material. part of the fin Chriſt bore 
not. Sin could not come fo-neer him ; It might make him fick 
and dye, bur not difordered and Rained. He was pure from 
Original and AQual: fins ; and therefore that remains in the 
body,hough the guile and puniſhment be taken off,and changed 
into advantages'and grace; and the Attnal are cured by the 
Spirit of grace deſcending afterwards upon the Church, and ſent 
by our Lord to the ſame purpoſe, 
, But it is not rationally to be anſwered what S. Ambroſs «g 25 
ſayes, quia omnis peccato obnoxia, ideo. omnis atas Sacramento S. Ambuof. 
idonea :. For it were ſtrange that fin and miſery ſhould ſeize up- de Abrabam 
on the innocent and moſt unconſenting perſons ; and that they P4772 LENAEO 


onely ſhould be left without a Sacrament, and an inſtrument of Sy 20.0 


1, pat ; 610009 32 = 

cxpiation. And although they cannot conſent to the preſent ſuf- ape wi FIR 
ception, yet neither do they refuſe ; and yet they conſent as aver, j a+ 

much to the grace ofthe Sacrament, as to the prevarication of TAviiv- 


Adam and becauſe they ſuffer under this, it were but reaſon averres Y = 
they ſhould be relieved. by that. And *it were better (4s Gregory ,o.in $,Baprifz. | 


H. 3 Naxtanzen. 


P, 7 


1he nbd and fed 7 
ewes Hh without their briny ſan- 
fois EE mike coco babes of Iſrael:and if 

th te ane "with -ohe blooll of x 
firſft=borm Coſtes, it 
' wear yer - eb ngtnedt. envy e want of 
Wckildom: ſhould hinder them from che blefſmg 
of ming and from being redeemed and waſhed with the 
+ Tits 3 " Maod of ehiHly Lo Lamb, ewes ſlain for alt from the begin= 


$- 34 {-Aftet all this it is-not wnoonſitlerable that weſay he Church 
woken and authority abour the Sacraments ; which 
in many inftances.- She appointed whar perfons 
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Church inveneed rhe forms, 84in' moſt zhings hath- -often changed 
them; as in abſo/ution, winger 2 re and ſometimes wa 
, | baptized people uport their profeſſion repentance, and then 
* | br mg art a it hapred t6-the Jaylor and al bis family; in 
3 os 9 exſerhov was no explicit faith rien bog 
PP 'Religion;(s far as appears 3-and-yet he, afid not onely Hi 
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ro martyrdom,and fo the Church did ſometimes to Clinicks,and 
{o.it is highly conyenient co be done in Northern. Countries ae- 
cardiog to che prophecy-of IHaiah, So foul ke fprinkle many Nati- Iſa 52. 15. 
ens,according as the typical expiarians among the Jews were ulu- - 
ally by ſprinkling: and it iz fairly. relative to the myſtery, to 
the ſprinkling with the blood of Chriſt and the watering of the 1 Pet.1.2; 
furrows of our fouls with the dew of heaven, to Aqua reſeltionis & bejiifiad 
make them to bring forth fruic unto the Spirit javarrym quo avima Reritis aridi 
and unto holineſſe. The Church ſometimes dipt cate prccati act bonss fruttus infe- 
the Catechamen three times; ſometimes but once : 122405 divinis muneritus irrigas 
ſome Churches uſe fire in their baptiſms,ſo do the *** Caſhidor. m: 23- pl. mY 
Ethiopians, andrhe cuſtome was antient in ſome places. And fo E101 7% a _ 
in the other Sacrament ; ſometimes ſhe Rood and ſometimes 72) 722742 
kneeled, and ſometimes received it in the mouth, and ſometimes 8 0G. nie 
in the hand : one while in {eavened, angther while in #nleavened Heraclon apud 
bread : ſometimes the wine and water were mingled, ſometimes Clem. Alex. 
they were pure; and they admitted ſome perſons to it ſometimes, 
which at other tives {ho rejected. : ſommecimes the Conſecration 
was made by one forme, ſometimes by another : and to conclude, 
ſometimes itwas given to Infants, ſometimes not : and ſhe had 
power fo to dozfor in all thingswherethere wag.not a Command- 
ment of Chriſt expreflcd or imployed inthe nature and in the end 
of the inſtitution, the Church had power to alter the particulars, 
Pen 4 3110 Wh 6dification ; and alchough 
the after ages of the:Qhurch which refoled ro communicate In- 
fants, haverfaund'me. little things. againſt the lawfulneſſe, and 
thoſe ages that uſed ir. faund out fome pretences for its neceſſity ; 
yet both the one and the other bad liberty to follow their own 
neceſſities, ſo in all things they followed Chriſt. Certainly there 
is infinitely more. reaſon why Infants may be communicated ,. 
_ then-why they. may not be baptized. And chat this diſcourſe 
may revert to ity firſt intention ; although there is no record ex- 
tant of any Church in the world, that from the Apoſiles dayes 
inchifyelyro this very Ro _ mars ——— 

if they had upon any preſent reaſon ttiey might alto change 
thele Kit hack dba ſhould be changed ; and therefore _ 
if there were nothingels in it, yet the univerſal praRtiſe of all 
Churches in' all ages, is abundantly ſufficient to derermine = 
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